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COVER 
Interior photograph of Utah State Capitol by Eric Hadley-Ives. 
Originally designed by Utah architect Richard K. A. Kletting, 
the Capitol has been home to state government since its 
opening in 1916. From 2004 to 2008, the Capitol Building un-
derwent one of the largest historic preservation projects in the 
United States. In addition to safe-guarding the building 
against the risk of an earthquake, the project also repaired and 
restored the original beauty and artwork of the Capitol. 

EDITORS CORNER 
In Utah, the months of January, February, and early March bring snowfall, 
skiing, inversions—and the annual 45-day General Session of the Utah State 
Legislature. 

According to Wikipedia, “The Utah State Legislature is a bicameral body 
comprised of the Utah House of Representatives, with 75 state representa-
tives, and the Utah Senate, with 29 state senators. There are no term limits 
for either chamber.” Wikipedia further states, “The Republicans currently 
have super-majorities in both the House and Senate. They control the 
House by a margin of 63-12 and the Senate by 24-5. The current Senate 
President is Wayne Niederhauser (Republican - Sandy), and the Speaker of 
the House is Greg Hughes (Republican - Draper). 

According to reports from Wilf Sommerkorn and others who have closely 
followed the 2016 General Session, the legislature is apparently poised to 
deliver another “mixed bag” of land use legislation—especially House Bill 
223 Local Historic District Amendments, which is sponsored by Representa-
tive Brad Wilson (Republican - Kaysville) who currently serves as Majority 
Assistant Whip. 

In spite of being the annual host of potential consternation, bewilderment, 
and disappointment, the historic Utah State Capitol has once again graced 
the cover of the Utah Planner—for a record fifth time since 2009. If you 
have never toured this architectural treasure, especially since being remod-
eled from 2004 to 2008 under the guidance of David Hart, FAIA, who served 
as Architect for the Utah State Capitol and Executive Director of the Capitol 
Preservation Board, we strenuously encourage you to do so. The Utah State 
Capitol is a stunning landmark all Utahans can and should be proud of. 

According to information published on www.utahstatecapitol.utah.gov, 
Capitol Building visitor hours and tour information are as follows: 

Visitors Center Office Hours 
 Monday through Friday, from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
 Closed on state holidays 

Capitol Building Hours 
 Monday through Friday, from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 Saturday, Sunday, and holidays, from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

Guided Tours 
 Tours begin on the hour from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Fri-

day, with the exception of state holidays. The last tour begins at 4:00 PM. 
 Tours are also available on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 and 7:00 PM, by 

reservation only. 
 Groups of under 10 people are welcome to “drop-in” without a reservation. 
 Tours meet at the desk just inside the east doors of the Capitol, on the 

1st floor. 
 Tours run just under an hour in length. 
 Tours are free of charge. No tips are accepted. 
 To schedule a tour, please fill out our online tour form or call (801) 538-

1800 or email at capitoltours@utah.gov to make a reservation or check 
walk-in availability. 

Now, if anyone can explain to me how any member of the Utah State Legis-
lature who supported preservation of this historic gem can honestly and 
without reservation support HB 223, call me. I’m listening… 

Michael Maloy, AICP 
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THE CITY 

Quotable Thoughts on Cities and Urban Life 

“Cities need old buildings so badly it is probably impossible for vigorous 
streets and districts to grow without them. By old buildings I mean not 
museum-piece old buildings, not old buildings in an excellent and expen-
sive state of rehabilitation–although these make fine ingredients–but also 
a good lot of plain, ordinary, low-value old buildings, including some run-
down old buildings.” Jane Jacobs (p. 187, The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities) 
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Socrates, a Greek philosopher credited as one of the founders of West-
ern philosophy, proclaimed, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” 
Although the Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA 
Utah) is not a “life” it is “alive” because of the contributions made by 
each chapter member. Consistent with Socrates’ philosophy, since 2009 
the Utah Planner has published an annual “year in review” article that 
summarizes and examines our collective accomplishments and events 
from the prior year. As such, we hope you appreciate the following re-
view. 

Chapter Membership 

APA Utah membership grew slightly in 2015 from 570 to 574. While 
membership growth is desirable, so is “holding the line.” Due to the af-
termath of the Great Recession—which economists claim began Decem-
ber 2007 and ended June 2009—membership noticeably diminished, 
but since then membership has rebounded to pre-recession levels. 

We know there are a number of worthy professional organizations avail-
able to Utah planners, and many of us maintain multiple member-
ships—which is great. We should spread the “good news” of planning 
wherever we choose to participate. However, on behalf of the APA Utah 
Executive Committee, we thank you for maintaining your American 
Planning Association (APA) and APA Utah membership! 

AICP Membership 

According to a recent report from APA there are 181 chapter members 
who have earned and maintained membership in the American Institute 
of Certified Planners (AICP)—which is an overall increase of 6 members 
from 2014. For AICP members who needed certification maintenance 
(CM) credits, APA Utah offered 98.25 CM credits in 2015—16.75 of which 
were free. 

As a reminder, AICP exams are offered in May and November each year. 
The deadline to register for the May 2016 exam has passed, but registra-
tion for the November 2016 exam begins June 1, 2016, and ends June 
30, 2016. The May 2016 “testing window” is May 9-22, while November 
2016 is November 7-20. For more information on registering, preparing, 
and passing the AICP exam, please contact Max Johnson, Chapter Pro-
fessional Development Officer, at: 

 mrjohnson@slco.org 
 (385) 468-6699 

During the past year, nine chapter members successfully passed the 
AICP exam. Please join us in congratulating our fellow planners who suc-
cessfully completed the AICP exam in 2015: 

2015 Year in Review 
 

by Michael Maloy, AICP 
Utah Planner, Salt Lake City Senior Planner 

michael.maloy@slcgov.com 
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May 2015 AICP Exam Pass Candidates 
 Aric Jensen  Knowlton General 
 Abram Nielson FFKR Architects 
 Anthony Riederer Salt Lake City 
 Levi Roberts  Utah Transit Authority 
 Noah Steele  Syracuse City 
 Heather Upshaw Herriman City 

November 2015 AICP Exam Pass Candidates 
 Francisco Astorga Park City Municipal Corporation 
 Austin Corry  Provo City 
 Kai Tohinaka Parametrix 

As a reminder, APA now offers Advanced Specialty Certification (ASC) in 
the following three specialties: 

 Certified Transportation Planner (CTP) 
 Certified Environmental Planner (CEP) 
 Certified Urban Designer (CUD) 

Currently there are no additional membership dues for members that 
hold one of the new certifications. Members who earn an ASC designa-
tion will be required to comply with CM requirements. A minimum of 10 
of the 32 CM required credits per reporting period must be on the topic 
of transportation, environmental planning, or urban design. Credits may 
be self-reported (limit of eight) or earned through a registered CM pro-
vider and must be recorded in the member's personal CM log. 

For more information, please contact Max Johnson (see above) or refer 
to the following APA web site: 

 www.planning.org/asc/ 

FAICP Membership 

For those who are unfamiliar with the Fellows of the American Institute 
of Certified Planners (FAICP), the APA on www.planning.org states: 

Fellows of AICP are honored in recognition of the achievements of 
the planner as an individual, elevating the Fellow before the public 
and the profession as a model planner who has made significant 
contributions to planning and society. Fellowship is granted to plan-
ners who have been members of AICP and have achieved excel-
lence in professional practice, teaching and mentoring, research, 
public and community service, and leadership. Those chosen be-
come members of the College of Fellows. 

The College of Fellows is concerned with mentoring and future ad-
vancement of the profession of planning. As outstanding profes-
sionals in the field of planning, Fellows of AICP will address student 
organizations, state APA conferences, and professional develop-
ment programs. 

With the recent passing of Morris E. Johnson, FAICP, there are six Uta-
hans who have been inducted into the Fellows of the American Institute 
of Certified Planners: 

Name    Inducted Membership Status 
 Robert P. Huefner, FAICP 2000  Active 
 Eugene E. Carr, FAICP 2002  Active 

(continued on next page) 
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 Ralph E. Becker, Jr, FAICP 2003  Active 
 Myles C. Rademan, FAICP 2006  Inactive 
 Pat Comarell, FAICP  2010  Active 
 Brenda C. Scheer, FAICP 2012  Active 

FAICP accepts nominations once every two years, which are submitted 
through the corresponding Chapter President. Members may submit 
qualified recommendations to Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at 
admin@apautah.org. For your information, nominations for the next 
class of AICP Fellows will be due November 2017. 

Obituaries 

As referenced above, Morris Johnson, FAICP, passed away on December 
12, 2015. Another well known and well loved Utah planner, Gene Moser, 
passed away on March 15, 2015. Although we were honored to memori-
alize these individuals within the Utah Planner, in the future we wish to 
recognize the passing of any current or former chapter member. If you 
know of any planner who has passed—whether employed or retired—
please email information to michael.maloy@slcgov.com. 

Chapter Elections 

In 2015, chapter elections were conducted in concert with the national 
election cycle, which was a new process for APA Utah. Using an electron-
ic ballot that was prepared, distributed, and tallied by APA, chapter 
members elected David Gellner, AICP, as Chapter Secretary, and Laura 
Hanson, AICP, as Chapter Treasurer. Following the election in Septem-
ber, both David and Laura began a two-year voluntary term of service on 
January 1, 2016. 

Looking forward, we encourage all members to participate in the 2016 
election cycle for Chapter President and Chapter Vice President. If you 
are interested in running for either office, or perhaps serving in anoth-
er capacity, please email our Chapter Administrator, Judi Pickell, at 
admin@apautah.org or call (801) 450-2659. 

Student Graduation 

In 2015, the University of Utah College of Architecture + Planning award-
ed approximately 48 degrees through the Department of City & Metro-
politan Planning, of which 17 received a Bachelor of Urban Planning, 13 
received a Bachelor of Urban Ecology, 15 received a Master of City & 
Metropolitan Planning, and three received a Degree of Doctor of Philos-
ophy in Metropolitan Planning, Policy & Design. A Graduate Certificate 
in Urban Design was also awarded—more of which, in my opinion, is 
desperately needed in Utah. 

Among the graduates, approximately 22 received additional honors or 
awards, including the following individuals who received awards from 
AICP and APA Utah: 

American Institute of Certified Planners – Outstanding Student Award 
 Tamara Janine Guy, MCMP 

Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association – Award for Out-
standing Academic Performance 
 Amanda Lee Roman, MCMP 

Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association – Award for Out-
standing Leadership and Service in Planning 
 Daniel Nathan Roper, MCMP 

(continued on next page) 
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A complete list of graduates was published in the June • July 2015 issue 
of the Utah Planner, which is available online at www.apautah.org. 

Spring Conference 

The 2015 Spring Conference entitled “Marking Places Great” was held 
April 1-3, 2015, at the Hilton Garden Inn in St George, Utah. The confer-
ence attracted 146 registrants, which was on par with the 2014 Spring 
Conference. We thank all those who attended as well as the following 
members of the 2015 Spring Conference Organizing Committee: 

 Bob Nicholson (Chair) St George City 
 John Willis St George City 
 Ray Snyder St George City 
 Drew Ellerman Washington City 
 Thomas Dansie Town of Springdale 
 Levi Roberts Five County Association of Governments 
 Scott Messel Washington County 
 Toni Foran City of Hurricane 
 Gary Zabriskie Five County Association of Governments 

Fall Conference 

The 2015 Fall Conference entitled “Get to the Point” was held October 1-
2, 2015, at Thanksgiving Point in Lehi, Utah. Although a severe rain 
storm impacted an afternoon mobile workshop—a bicycle tour of the 
Jordan River Parkway—the conference was another tremendous success 
with approximately 260 attendees. Again, we wish to recognize and 
thank the following members of the 2015 Fall Conference Organizing 
Committee: 

 Kim Struthers, AICP (Chair) Lehi City 
 Christie Hutchings, AICP Lehi City 
 Mike West Lehi City 
 Tippe Morlan Lehi City 
 Kimber Gabryszak, AICP Saratoga Springs City 
 Grant Crowell, AICP Bluffdale City 
 Nathan Crane, AICP Highland City 
 Hugh Van Wagenen Lindon City 
 Steve Mumford, AICP Eagle Mountain City 

If you are interested in volunteering for a future conference committee, 
email Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at admin@apautah.org. 

Chapter Awards 

On October 2, 2015, APA Utah presented the following Chapter Awards 
during the annual Fall Conference: 

 Ogden Valley General Plan 3-D Rendering Award of Merit 
 San Rafael River Basin Alternative Futures Study Award of Merit 
 Utah Coal Study Award of Merit 
 Listening to Springdale Achievement Award 
 Salt Lake City 9-Line Corridor Master Plan  Achievement Award 
 Richard Higginson, Bountiful City Council Elected Official 
 Søren Simonsen Meritorious Planner 
 Brenda Case Scheer, FAICP, FAIA Morris Johnson Award 

On behalf of the entire Chapter, we again congratulate the individuals 
and organizations responsible for producing these great plans and for 
planning great communities. 

(continued on next page) 
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Get your name out there. 
The Utah Planner is read by over 570 planners and policy makers every month, 
including the most influential members of our profession. What better way to 
get your name out there? 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 MICHAEL MALOY, AICP, CO-EDITOR michael.maloy@slcgov.com • (801) 535-7118 
 MARK McGRATH, AICP, CO-EDITOR mmcgrath@taylorsvilleut.gov • (801) 963-5400 

PUBLISH 
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National Community Planning Month 

Each October, APA and its members, chapters, divisions, and profession-
al institute sponsor National Community Planning Month (NCPM) to 
raise the visibility of the important role of planners and planning in com-
munities across the United States. The 2015 theme for NCPM was 
“Healthy Communities, Healthy People.” 

How did you celebrate NCPM or call attention to the value and im-
portance of planning? Please share your events, activities and photos 
with APA via email at ncpm@planning.org—as well as APA Utah at mi-
chael.maloy@slcgov.com. And “stay tuned” for details on NCPM 2016! 

Chapter Newsletter 

In 2015, APA Utah produced and distributed 8 issues of Utah Planner to 
members throughout Utah and beyond. Within these issues, 50 articles 
on planning history, research, and practice were published—which is 11 
more articles than 2014. And making it all happen were 32 unique con-
tributors from diverse backgrounds. 

We once again express our sincere gratitude to all who contributed arti-
cles, information, photographs—and most importantly their time—to 
the Utah Planner. For those who are interested in becoming a contribu-
tor, page one of each newsletter contains instructions on how to submit 
material for publication. 

In closing, I wish to quote another Greek philosopher, Plato, who said, 
“The City is what it is because our citizens are what they are.” Assuming 
this is true, perhaps the following is also true, “City planning is what it is 
because our city planners are what they are.” If so, let us all strive to 
make our plans, our communities, and our livelihood “worth living” in 
2016. 



City & Metropolitan Planning 

2015 Student Project Review 
 

by Grant Allen 
Office Assistant, City & Metropolitan Planning 

gallenarch@gmail.com 

The following article is a summary of projects and research conducted by 
University of Utah students in the City & Metropolitan Planning Department. 

Three Creeks 

Students from the Ecological Planning Workshop during Spring 2015 Devel-
oped a plan for the Three Creeks area where the Red Butte, Emigration, and 
Parleys meet the Jordan River. This is a space with a lot of potential. We envi-
sion this natural asset one day being a focal point of the west-side Salt Lake 
City neighborhood of Glendale. But currently nothing is in place to celebrate, 
denote, or honor the meeting of four vital sources of water that sustain a city 
founded by hardscrabble pioneers over 160 years ago. We think this should 
change. We have developed a vision for the area based on community input 
and months of research—an effort we hope will one day prove fruitful for 
the residents of Glendale and Salt Lake City as a whole. We have divided our 
vision into three sections: what was, what is, and what could be. 

Transportation You 

On November 20, 2015, Metropolitan Research Center Interns Jordan Baker 
and Katherine Daly held their second “Transportation You” workshop with 
the Northern Utah Chapter of Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS). Trans-
portation You is WTS’s monthly after-school series that introduces middle- 
and high school-aged girls at Salt Lake Center for Science Education (SLCSE) 
to transportation-related careers. Baker and Daly taught nine students about 
traffic counts, and facilitated a design process to help them create artwork for 
their “Paint the Pavement” project. Paint the Pavement is a nationwide place-
making movement empowering residents to design and paint street art at 
low-traffic intersections. The Transportation You students are developing 
iconography that reflects their identity and the values of the Rose Park com-
munity. They intend to present their final design to the Rose Park Community 
Council in February 2016, and get to paint the pavement in the spring. 
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Vision for Three Creeks—Red Butte, Emigration, and Parleys—meets Jordan River 

(continued on next page) 
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GIVE BACK 

Community Engagement 

This past fall semester, students in Leadership and Community Engagement 
worked with the Rose Park Community Council (RPCC) to increase overall 
participation in their council meetings and other events in order to better 
understand the needs of the community members they have come to repre-
sent. 

Water and Growth 

PhD student Pratiti Tagore is working with iUTAH on water and growth 
based research. This research project proposes to develop a set of scenarios 
for the Wasatch Front that will allow communities and agencies to consider 
a range of different possible future directions, and facilitate researchers to 
test hypotheses about the relationships between trajectories of urban 
growth, planning, environmental change and water sustainability. Addition-
ally, these scenarios will further be used to predict relationships between 
land use and urban water use. 

TODs and Growth 

PhD student Guang Tian is also working on the following research: 

1. Trip and parking generation at transit-oriented developments (TODs). We 
are doing cases studies of six TODs at six cities. We are collecting data of 
trip generation, model share, parking demand and parking supply at 
each of them. We will compare these with ITE's guidelines and then make 
recommendations for new TODs. 

2. Urban growth model. We are modeling the urban growth in Wasatch 
Front based on accessibility and other variables and trying to find where 
the new development and redevelopment would be to allocate the in-
creased population that projected in 2040. 

Eugene Carr Endowment Fund 
By donating to the Eugene Carr Endowment Fund for urban planning college 
scholarships you are not only investing in the future of our profession, but also in the 
future of our communities. 

For more information email Bridget Miller, Administrative Officer, City & Metropolitan 
Planning Department, at bridget.miller@arch.utah.edu 

Utah Chapter 
American Planning Association 

TRAX at Night, Main Street Salt Lake City, Utah by Rob Adamson | www.robadamsonstudio.blogspot.com 

MCMP students attending community event 

MRC Intern Jordan Baker with SLCSE student 

PROJECTS (continued from previous page) 

Photograph by Ivis Garcia Zambrana 





Top 10 Books 
Published in 2015 

 

by James Brasuell and Josh Stephens 
Planetizen Editorial Staff 
editor@planetizen.com 

The following article has been reprinted with permission from Planetizen at 
www.planetizen.com. 

Planetizen is pleased to release its list of the ten best books in urban planning, 
design, and development published in 2015. 

The editorial staff at Planetizen has a charge to maintain a pace of ten posts eve-
ry weekday and five posts every weekend and holiday, without fail. Given those 
"volume requirements" (as we call them), it might be surprising for those not 
directly involved in the day-to-day process of maintaining the site that there is 
never a shortage of information to share with readers. Planning, and its related 
fields, is a most productive arena, and the cities and communities of the United 
States are churning out news and developments at a frantic rate. 

Planning and its related fields have also proven, year after year, to be fertile 
ground for longer collections of research, rhetoric, and examination. We're talk-
ing about books, which have proven an invaluable and still highly valued tool for 
improving the practice and study of planning. 

This year was no different, with books ranging from detailed histories, still full of 
life thanks to the rare singularity of their subjects, to more than one triumphantly 
successful exploration of that notoriously difficult subject: the zoning code. One 
of the books found below even made the New York Times list of the ten best 
books of the year. It was a good year to write about planning, in its varied mani-
festations, as it was to read about it. We hope you'll enjoy and be inspired by the 
following list. 

The Planetizen editorial staff based this year's list on a number of criteria, includ-
ing editorial reviews, popularity, number of references, sales figures, recommen-
dations from experts, and the book's potential impact on the urban planning, 
development, and design professions. 

Without further ado, Planetizen presents the 2016 Top Books list, which repre-
sents the best of the books released from December 2014 through November 
2015. We list them here in alphabetical order. 

Circus Maximus: The Economic Gamble Behind Hosting the Olympics 
and the World Cup 
Andrew Zimbalist 
Brookings Institution Press, 174 pages 

As every host knows, no matter how many bottles of wine or plates of cheese 
guests may bring, a party isn't likely to turn a profit. Many of the world's cities 
have not yet gotten this message.  

For many decades, especially since the rampant success of the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics and the modest success of the Barcelona Olympics that followed in 
1992, cities that have hosted the Winter and Summer Olympics and World Cup 
soccer matches have done so partly on the premise of both long- and short-term 
economic gain. If nothing else, it feels great for a city to attract the attention of 
the world—so it must be great, right? In Circus Maximus, economist Andrew 
Zimbalist says not so fast. While athletes have to prepare and perform according 
to exacting standards, cities that host these mega-events often fail to do even 
basic arithmetic. 

When you spend $40 billion, as Beijing did, or $50 billion, as Sochi did, there's 
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really no excuse. Zimbalist argues that short-term economic gains are a fantasy 
and long-term gains are intangible at best. Moreover, the price tags of mega-
events often discounts secondary costs, like those of displacement, congestion, 
and the maintenance of buildings that become white elephants. It's an im-
portant message for civic leaders who are bidding for 2024 and beyond and for 
the planners who might have to figure out how to accommodate them in the 
unfortunate event that they "win." 

City on a Grid: How New York Became New York 
Gerard Koeppel 
Da Capo Press, 336 pages 

New York City has a large number of urban obsessives—people who hoard in-
formation about the city's every block, neighborhood, street, and building. City 
on a Grid is a book by one of those people, and for all of those people. 

City on a Grid explores, with the obsession for detail common among that par-
ticular variety of New Yorkers, the genesis of the street grid that cuts across is-
land of Manhattan. The author, Gerard Koeppel, previously wrote a book about 
the Erie Canal—perhaps the only other infrastructure feature that could lay 
claim to such an outsized influence on the city of New York. Koeppel was sur-
prised to discover that despite no shortage of books detailing the construction, 
operation, and influence of the Erie Canal, no such books yet existed for New 
York City's famous rectilinear grid. With such a complete telling of the grid's his-
tory of surveys, plans, politics, and designs, it could be that Koeppel has left very 
little for future historians of the grid to relate to readers.  

The grid of New York, as the book shows, is a captivating and deeply rich sub-
ject—even from the very start. Luminaries of American history involved in the 
origin story of the grid include such names as L'Enfant, Roosevelt, and Burr, just 
to name a few. 

It could also be considered a right of passage in the practice of urban design to 
pass judgment on the effects of the city's grid. Those who have expressed their 
affection for the grid include Le Corbusier, Rem Koolhaas, and Rafael Vinoly. A 
longer list is necessary for those who do not favor the grid, including Lewis 
Mumford, Fredrick Law Olmsted, Jane Jacobs, and Frank Lloyd Wright. Even 
such historically significant intellects as Edgar Allen Poe, Walt Whitman, Henry 
James, and Jean-Paul Sartre have been compelled to describe the effects of the 
grid. Koeppel shares the words of Roland Barthes as an example of an intellectu-
al identifying a powerful benefit in the city's grid of streets: "This is the purpose 
of New York's geometry: that each individual should be poetically the owner of 
the capital of the world." 

Much more than an exercise in waxing poetic about a mundane, yet massive, 
feature of New York's structure, to tell of the origin of the grid in New York City is 
also to tell of the origin of planning in New York City. City on a Grid therefore 
appeals to another kind of obsessive: people who hoard information about eve-
ry city's every block, neighborhood, street, and building. 

Culture Crash: The Killing of the Creative Class 
Scott Timberg 
Yale University Press, 320 pages 

It's all well and good for cities to try to attract the "creative class," as Richard Flori-
da has so often recommended. But what if the creative class can't pay its rent?  

This is the troubling prospect that Scott Timberg describes in Culture Crash: The 
Killing of the Creative Class. 

Timberg does not focus directly on cities, but that's probably because he consid-
ers their role in the creative economy to be a given. Stores are just one aspect of 
that relationship, albeit an important one. "Strolling, in particular, is something 
these shops encourage, and, when they close, they often make a neighborhood 
less walkable," writes Timberg. Removing a beloved store from a city block can 

(continued on next page) 
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ruin the block's appeal, "like knocking out Angelina Jolie's front tooth." The de-
mise of the culture economy leads to "an abandonment of public spaces as well 
as the notion of a shared culture." 

Timberg defines his cultural ideal in urban terms. He writes, "Every decent-sized 
city would have an array of book and record stores and performance venues as 
well as a good newspaper that could afford arts coverage and assertive watch-
dog journalism." It's arguable that these amenities should concern planners just 
as much as streets, sewers, and affordable housing do. 

It's not like cities don't already have enough to do and too little money with which 
to do it. But so long as some segments of America are turning away from urbanism 
and art alike, the creative class offers progressive cities yet another opportunity to 
distinguish themselves and, quite possibly, make themselves more prosperous in 
the process. 

Designed for the Future: 80 Practical Ideas for a Sustainable World 
Jared Green 
Princeton Architectural Press, 176 pages 

Jared Green has used the access available in his position as the editor of The Dirt 
for the American Society of Landscape Architects to create a book admirable for 
the volume of its ideas and the accessibility of its language. 

As described by the book's title, Green interviewed 80 leaders in the field of de-
sign, policy, planning, and more, for their ideas about what gives them hope for 
a sustainable future. Each of the ideas is, without exception, practical, as the 
book's title insists, but also incredibly ambitious in the aggregate. 

The 80 ideas presented in the book can be found (or developed if they aren't yet 
found) in every corner of the world and all over the spectrums between hyper-
local and global, artistic and engineered, delivered and conceptual. Throughout 
the book Green conducts conversations in clear and accessible language—
avoiding the esoteric tendencies of the academic or design languages occasion-
ally employed by some of those included among the book's 80 contributors. 

Included among the book's stellar list of contributors are some of the most visi-
ble leaders of the professional practice of planning—Victor Dover, Paul Farmer, 
Jess Zimbabwe, and more. Savvy observers of the planning media landscape 
will also find such recognizable and accomplished figures as Anthony Flint, John 
King, Inga Saffron, and F. Kaid Benfield among the book's contributors. 

In total, the project is inherently and ambitiously optimistic. With a promise to 
remain practical, the 80 ideas described in the book achieves more than perhaps 
expected in inspiring its readers to move forward, to build, and to plan for a sus-
tainable future. 

Fantastic Cities: A Coloring Book of Places Real and Imagined 
Steve McDonald 
Chronicle Books, 60 pages 

A stunning entry in the emerging and popular genre of adult coloring books, 
Fantastic Cities offers far more than a simple diversion for idle hands. A strong 
seller since its release as an outlier in the category of architecture books, the book 
has captured the imagination of those already immersed in the design and plan-
ning of cities. Here's hoping the book can inspire even more of the population to 
productively and creatively engage with their communities and the details of the 
built environment. 

McDonald created the images included in the books from photographic 
sources, remaking each of images to varying degrees as something between 
realism and fantasy. Cities in Germany, Greenland, Canada, Japan, and the Unit-
ed States are included among the images ready for the coloring. Images include 
cars, trees, rowhouses, single-family houses, long avenues, and city blocks. Per-
spectives vary from aerial to architectural detail. 

(continued on next page) 
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For evidence of the power of this book, check out #FantasticCities on Instagram, 
where at the time of this writing, 1,152 photos showcase imagination at work. 

The Invention of Nature: Alexander Von Humboldt's New World 
Andrea Wulf 
Alfred A. Knopf, 496 pages 

Alexander Von Humboldt is one of the most famous human beings to ever walk 
the face of the earth. And walk the face of the earth, he certainly did. 

On September 14, 1869, on the centennial of Humboldt's birth, people living in 
cities in Europe, Africa, Australia, North America, and South America took to the 
streets to celebrate his name. Since that time, you might have noticed (or not 
noticed, as it were), Alexander Von Humboldt the man has receded from promi-
nence, but the influence of his intelligence lives on. 

Alexander Von Humboldt is no less than the forefather of environmentalism—
the first to conceive of a natural world connected and intertwined like a web. As 
described by Andre Wulf, "He saw the world as one great living organism where 
everything is connected, conceiving a bold new vision of nature that still influ-
ences the way that we understand the natural world." 

Thanks to the clear and animated prose of Wulf, the intelligence and adven-
turous spirit of Humboldt comes alive on the page. Wulf artfully traces the jour-
neys and experiments of Humboldt's life, into conversations with people like 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Thomas Jefferson, and Simón Bolívar, and 
through his influence on people like Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, and 
Charles Darwin. 

For planners and others concerned with building a sustainable and healthy 
world for later generations to inherit, Humboldt's towering influence is made 
clear from an anecdote early in his life. Exploring the Lake Valencia area of pre-
sent-day Venezuela, Humboldt concluded that deforestation had changed the 
climate of the area. "As Humboldt described how humankind was changing the 
climate, he unwittingly became the father of the environmental movement," 
writes Wulf. 

The reader should be warned, however, that no small amount of envy should be 
expected while reading this book—both for the world of Humboldt's day, with 
so many possibilities for exploration and discovery, and for the world of today, 
suffering from a lack of recognition and celebration of Humboldt's example. 

Once in a Great City: A Detroit Story 
David Maraniss 
Simon & Schuster, 464 pages 

To say that David Maraniss has mastered his craft would be an understatement. 
Once in a Great City is a tour-de-force of journalism—a treasure trove of research 
and historical data animated by a prose and storytelling style that brings Detroit 
to life. 

While Maraniss is certainly worthy of such superlative terms, surely the early 
1960s era of Detroit described by this book still deserves most of the credit for 
the animating force found on every page of this book. As the book travels day 
by day, and block by block, through Detroit in the months between Fall 1962 
and Spring 1964, a portrait of a cultural and industrial behemoth emerges. The 
drama plays out between car companies, politicians, Motown, labor unions, and 
more—all with careful attention to the buildings and streets where the city con-
ducted its business. The story is as lively and as colorful and as human as the 
very best of what we see on the screen. 

Although Detroit's decline resists comparison to the trajectory of other cities 
over the past 50 years, after reading Once in a Great City, it's difficult to imagine 
that any city now that so thoroughly and brightly embodies the promise and 
pitfalls of the American city as Detroit did at that time. Maybe then, it wasn't just 

(continued on next page) 
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"Detroit: Motor City" that was lost in the decades that followed—but rather the 
"Golden Age of American Cities." 

Tactical Urbanism: Short-Term Action for Long-Term Change 
Mike Lydon and Anthony Garcia 
Island Press, 256 pages 

There comes a moment in the course of every nascent trend when we must ask, 
"is that a thing?" For tactical urbanism, that moment has been coming at least 
since 2008, when the (re)Bar collective deposited its first temporary minipark to 
inaugurate National Park(ing) Day. It's been coming since Mayor Bloomberg 
closed Times Square. And it's been coming since people in Los Angeles started 
referring to gourmet food trucks unironically. Or maybe it's been coming for a 
much longer time, since the days of stickball in the street, hopscotch on the 
sidewalk, and bartering at the crossroads. 

In any event, we now can be pretty sure of the answer: yes. Tactical urbanism is 
indeed a thing. Tactical Urbanism: Short-term Action for Long-term Change 
reifies the trend once and for all. Tactical urbanism has hit the mainstream now 
for four reasons, according to Lydon and Garcia: shifting demographics, radical 
connectivity, the Great Recession, and citizen frustration. They translate to, re-
spectively, millennials return to center cities, the Internet and smart phones, and 
the high cost of development; the last one is self-explanatory. 

Tactical Urbanism serves as a how-to guide for activists who want to get in on 
the action. There's not a lot of theorizing in Tactical Urbanism, which is probably 
for the best. Surely future scholars will have a field day with the trends that plan-
ners, and citizen-planners, are exploring today. Nowhere are ideas like Henri 
Lefebvre's "right to the city" more in question than when citizens take plan-
ning into their own hands. For now, though, everyone seems to be rolling 
up their sleeves and getting out the sidewalk chalk. 

Zoned in the USA: The Origins and Implications of American Land-Use 
Regulation 
Sonja Hirt 
Cornell University Press, 256 pages 

In her surprisingly rousing analysis and history of American zoning laws, 
Zoned in the USA, Sonja Hirt asks, essentially, why everything in the United 
State is so damn far away from everything else. It takes an outsider like 
Hirt—who is Bulgarian and therefore familiar with both European cities and 
governmental power—to recognize the stark differences between the con-
trol of land in American cities and that in their counterparts elsewhere in the 
developed world. A professor of planning at Virginia Tech, Hirt positions 
herself as the Alexis de Tocqueville of planning, equally baffled and fascinat-
ed by the odd world that Americans have built. 

Hirt grounds her inquiry in a paradox: Americans proclaim their love for free-
dom and private property rights, and yet they gleefully submit to "tedious 
laws governing the building of their everyday environments and way of life." 
These laws, directly and indirectly, serve a single goal: that of promoting 
neighborhoods dedicated to the single-family detached home.  

Thought Hirt often does not hide her bafflement, Zoned in the USA is that 
rare book that has a perspective but not an agenda. It likewise carries the 
heft of research but is compelling, and convincing, enough—sometimes just 
barely—to be one of the more enjoyable scholarly texts on what can be a 
dreadfully dull topic. It's a worthy tangent to the sociological insights of 
Crabgrass Frontier, and a steely rejoinder to Wendell Cox, Robert Breuge-
mann, Joel Kotkin, and other conservatives who claim that suburban sprawl 
merely reflects market demand. Hirt writes, "As Foucault teaches us, rules 
and institutions that we often take for granted are far from 'natural'; they 
were simply made up at some point in time." 

(continued on next page) 



Zoning Rules! The Economics of Land Use Regulation 
William A. Fischel 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 432 pages 

Zoning Rules! is not for the casual reader or the faint of heart. It is a dense, 
comprehensive analysis of something that almost defies analysis and yet 
"rules" every facet of American urban life: zoning. The impacts of zoning, 
especially its economic impacts, are elusive because zoning by definition 
cannot be studied with control groups. In Zoning Rules!, William Fischel 
does exhaustive work to determine exactly what the economic costs and 
benefits are of zoning regulations across the United States.  

A free-market advocate, Fischel has disheartening news for the 20th century 
planner who followed a prescriptive, restrictive model: "State, federal, and 
judicial interventions to control local zoning have done more harm than 
good. To help grow the economy, decrease inequality, and improve the en-
vironment, America needs to take the wind out of the sails of local land use 
regulation." Then again, for every counterproductive market distortion that 
Fischel identifies, there's a young planner and a progressive city that has the 
chance to un-do some of the damage. These days, zoning serves mainly to 
prop up home values in single-family neighborhoods. For everyone else, it's 
a losing proposition. 

Fischel calls for abolishing more than just zoning. He's also not a fan of ur-
ban growth boundaries, rent control, mortgage tax subsidies, and other in-
fluences that, he writes, keep cities from realizing their economic potential. 
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Why do you need to be there?
The biggest news. The boldest vision. The brightest ideas. There must be thousands of reasons to come to APA’s 
National Planning Conference—one (or more!) for everyone who attends.

1. Planning keeps changing. Every year NPC brings together the hottest topics, the latest tools,  
and the leading voices with something new to say about what matters most to you.

2. You want to let the world of planning know you’ve arrived. NPC is best place ever to build a  
network of professional contacts, peers, and mentors.

3. You’re ready for a career move. Whether you’re actively job hunting or just scoping out your options,  
you’ll come away loaded with new contacts and ready to hit the ground running.

4. It’s time to hit “refresh.” With hundreds of sessions to explore, you can dive deeper into your specialty,  
stretch into different areas, and go home with a whole new outlook.

5. The global view is amazing. At NPC, you can share ideas with people from all over the world who are  
looking at the same questions you are—and who just may have the answers you need. 

Register now! planning.org/conference
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Upcoming Events for 
Utah Planners 

Emilie Taylor, Architect and Tulane City Center Design/Build Manager—School of Architecture Lecture Series 
March 2, 2016, lecture begins at 4:00 PM MST 
College of Architecture + Planning, 375 S 1530 East, Room 127, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.cap.utah.edu 
The Central Social District: The Key to Tomorrow’s Successful Downtown—APA Webcast Series 
March 4, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MST 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
New Data Tools for Supporting Analysis of Equitable Development and Environmental Justice—APA Webcast Series 
March 11, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MST 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit pending 
The New “Cottage” Industry: Housing, Lodging, and the Sharing Economy—APA Webcast Series 
March 18, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
2016 Utah Preservation Conference—Utah Heritage Foundation 
March 31-April 1, 2016 
Officer’s Club at Fort Douglas, 150 S Fort Douglas Blvd, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.utahheritagefoundation.com 
Assessing Affordable Housing Need: A Practical Toolkit—APA Webcast Series 
April 1, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
2016 National Planning Conference—APA 
April 2-5, 2016 
Phoenix Convention Center, 100 N 3rd Street, Phoenix, Arizona 
For more information: www.planning.org/conference/ 
AICP CM credits available 
Eighth Annual Utah Bike Summit | Shifting into High Gear—Utah Bike Summit 
April 5, 2016, from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM MDT 
Calvin L. Rampton Salt Palace Convention Center, 100 West Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.bikeutah.org/utah-bike-summit/utah-bike-summit-2/ 
Midyear Conference—Utah League of Cities and Towns 
April 6-8, 2016 
Dixie Center, 1835 South Convention Center Drive, St George, Utah 
For more information: www.ulct.org/ulct/training/ 
Applications in Transit Planning—APA Webcast Series 
April 22, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit pending 

Mark your calendars now… 
2016 Spring Conference | Planning Resources—Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association 
May 19-20, 2016 
Uintah Basin Conference Center, 313 E 200 South, Vernal, Utah 
For more information: e-mail Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at admin@apautah.org 
AICP CM credits pending 
CNU 24 | The Transforming City—24th Annual Congress for the New Urbanism 
June 8-11, 2016 
Detroit, Michigan 
For more information: www.cnu.org/cnu24 
2016 Western Planner & Montana Association of Planners Joint Conference—Western Planner 
August 10-12, 2016 
Civic Center, 2 Park Drive South, Great Falls, Montana 
For more information: www.westernplanner.org/conferences/2016-conference 
AICP CM credits pending 
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