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8:30 AM |  OPENING KEYNOTE : 
DETOX PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

DAVE BIGGS | CHEIF ENGAGEMENT OFFICER OF METROQUEST
An internationally-recognized speaker, author and 
public engagement strategist focusing on tools and 
strategies to enhance community participation for 
planning projects. With over 20 years of experience on 
a wide range of award-winning planning projects with 
government clients and consulting firms, Mr. Biggs has 
built a reputation for leading edge community outreach. 
Dave is Chief Engagement Officer of MetroQuest which 
provides subscription-based online public engagement 
software for government agencies and consulting firms. 
He has authored several books and papers on planning 
and community engagement and has facilitated over 
200 projects on four continents. Dave is honored to write 
for Planetizen and provide training on best practices 
for public involvement to many planning agencies 
such as APA, FHWA and TRB and public participation 
organizations such as IAP2 and NCDD.

DETOX PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
If you feel like you’re facing increasing tensions in your public engagement processes, 
you are not alone. Across the country, the climate of public discourse has been shifting 
dramatically. Planners and public engagement practitioners working for government 
agencies and their consulting firms increasingly find themselves on the front lines of 
highly polarized debates.
The net result is an environment where planners are faced with the challenge of 
being peace-makers not just facilitators to gain consensus. Meanwhile, many elected 
officials are observing our effectiveness as the media is feeding on the drama rather 
than the substance associated with the planning process. These challenges require a 
more thoughtful approach to conflict resolution, community engagement, and media 
relations and place an increased importance on the careful selection of our strategy, 
words and techniques. Designing community engagement programs that foster 
constructive and civil dialog has arguably never been more difficult. This session will 
examine why the engagement climate is changing and what planners can do to ease 
tensions, find common ground and deliver actionable results.
 

9:30 A.M.

HIKING TOUR - BONNEVILLE SHORELINE & SANDY CANAL TRAILS
DAN MEDINA | DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF SANDY CITY PARKS & RECREATION
Interested in how to get your master planned trails implemented? Come visit some of the 
newest portions of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail and a local urban trail with a local expert 
on the subject of trail implementation. Participants will be able to get out in nature to 
experience a portion of the Bonneville Shoreline regional trail network, and see how a local 
urban trail is connecting neighborhoods and implementing active transportation in Sandy. 

*Be Advised* Please bring good hiking shoes and be prepared to hike on dirt trails (you 
may get a little dirty. The Bonneville Shoreline Trail is bit strenuous but the views and 
experience are worth it. Total walking distance will be approximately 4 miles.

HOLLADAY CITY’S MIXED USE TOUR
PAUL ALLRED | COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, CITY OF HOLLADAY

            JIM CARTER | SENIOR PLANNER, LOGAN SIMPSON
• 30-45 minutes at City Hall to hear overview the genesis of the development – snack 

provided by City of Holladay.  Meet with one or two property owners/developers in 
the Village area and Q & A with staff.

• 60 Minutes for walking tour of the downtown mixed use area including possible roof 
top tour of recently completed Terraces residential development, tour of SoHo mobile 
food truck park, City Hall park improvements, plaza, etc.

• Lunch at end of tour at Harmons, SoHo, or Tony Burger, Taqueria 27, or other eatery in 
the downtown area.

9:40 A.M.

GIMME SHELTER - THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT IN BUS STOP INFRASTRUCTURE
KEITH BARTHOLOMEW | JA YOUNG KIM

 UNIVERSITY OF UTAH COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE + PLANNING
Improving bus stops by providing shelters, seating, signage, and sidewalks is relatively 
inexpensive and popular among riders and local officials. Making such improvements, 
however, is not often a priority for U.S. transit providers because of competing demands 
for capital funds and a perception that amenities are not tied to measurable increases 
in system effectiveness or efficiency. This study analyzes recent bus stop improvements 
made by the Utah Transit Authority (UTA) to determine whether, and to what extent, 
the improvements are associated with changes in stop-level ridership and demand 
for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) paratransit service in the areas immediately 
surrounding improved bus stops. The study compares ridership and paratransit demand 
from before and after the improvements at the treated stops and at a set of unimproved 
stops selected using propensity score matching to control for demographic, land use, 
and regional accessibility influences. The analysis shows that the improved bus stops are 
associated with a statistically significant increase in overall ridership and a decrease in 
paratransit demand, compared to the control group stops. These outcomes are important 
for transit service providers as they seek to increase overall ridership and reduce costs 
associated with providing paratransit service. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 4          KEYNOTE SPEAKER THURSDAY, OCT.4   SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP
DAVE BIGGS  | CHEIF ENGAGEMENT OFFICER OF METROQUEST
Follow-up session to the keynote: 
Optimizing Online Engagement for Planning Projects -
Whether you are struggling with angry stakeholders or apathy and low participation levels, 
online tools are a critical part of the public engagement tool box. Planners frequently 
ask how they can get the best results from online community engagement. This session 
will present a visual tour of the strategies that agencies of all sizes can use to achieve 
unprecedented levels of participation, informed public input and actionable results. 
Whether you are interested in trying online engagement for the first time or are already a 
power user, this comprehensive session will bring you up-to-date.

Learn the best practices to help you create the most effective online engagement 
experience, promote your site for maximum participation and analyze and showcase your 
results to give decision makers the confidence they need. You’ll learn from award-winning 
case studies and see simple and cost-effective techniques that you can use to optimize your 
online engagement to achieve the best results for your agency or clients.
Learning Outcomes -  The session will cover the following topics:
• How to leverage the latest and most powerful tools and techniques,
• How to plan your community engagement process for optimal results,
• How to promote online participation to reach the broadest demographic, and
• How to collect meaningful public feedback that is directly usable in planning   
 documents.

10:30 A.M. 

ETHICS
JOHN JANSON | CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP

            MAX JOHNSON | PLANNING MANAGER, SALT LAKE COUNTY
After covering the AICP Code of Ethics, this popular session will present several scenarios 
that include an ethical dilemma. The intent will be to engage the entire audience in a 
conversation about their everyday ethical issues. So, in addition to prepared scenarios, 
we will devote a significant amount of time to participants to present their own ethical 
situation for the group to discuss.

LEGAL -  GROUP HOMES AND RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT FACILITIES
DAN MCDONALD  | PARTNER, MCDONALD FIELDING, PLLC
This will be a discussion on the topics surrounding group homes and residential treatment 
facilities, as it relates to the Fair Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Dan 
will also share his experiences serving municipalities as a hearing officer on Fair Housing 
Act claims and reasonable accommodation requests. 

12:30 P.M. 

MOVIE
RICH HILL | DIRECTED BY TRACY DROZ TRAGOS & ANDREW DROZ PALERMO
Grab your lunch and enjoy it while you watch a movie! This film is an examination of 
challenges, hopes and dreams of the young residents of a rural American town.

AICP EXAM PREP
MAX JOHNSON | SALT LAKE COUNTY
Get help and support as you prepare to take the AICP Exam. Bring your lunch! 

1:45 P.M. 

TRANSPORTATION LAND USE CONNECTION (TLC) PROGRAMS
REID EWING | PROFESSOR OF CITY & METROPOLITAN PLANNING, U OF U

            TED KNOWLTON | DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF WASATCH FRONT REGIONAL COUNCIL
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) providing funding for local land-use planning 
is part of a growing trend. Despite this, it has received very little attention. We surveyed a 
stratified sample of 30 U.S. MPOs weighted toward larger metropolitan areas. Of the 30, 
about half of the MPOs now fund smart growth-oriented local land use planning through 
Transportation and Land Use Connection (TLC) programs. From that group, we selected 
and wrote case studies on 10 MPOs with programs and one MPO that does not have a TLC 
program, but chooses to support local land use planning in a different way. Across the case 
studies we found that funding and support provided differs greatly by region, however 
the ultimate goal of these programs is similar: reduce the amount of suburban sprawl 
and associated need for highway building, and instead, create more livable, sustainable, 
walkable, bikeable, and transit accessible communities within the region. Across the 
regions we found they do this by promoting infill and development around centers, and 
encouraging concentrated activity around transit. With the exception of one program, 
funding portfolios have grown year over year. This session will summarize the case studies, 
paying particular attention to WFRC’s TLC program. 

CHALLENGES IN SMALL TOWN PLANNING
BRUCE PARKER | PRINCIPAL, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, LLC
Approximately 90% of all Utah’s cities and towns are “small.” Many counties also qualify. 
This session reviews the challenges of these places in the 21st century and how these 
communities can respond to challenges by harnessing their unique opportunities and 
options. Learn what the planning research says are the choices for planners to prepare 
these places for the future? Can these character-rich communities meet the future while 
protecting, even enhancing, the well-being of existing and future residents?

HALE CENTRE THEATRE TOUR
QUINN DIETLEIN | HALE CENTRE THEATRE
Come take a tour of the new Hale Center Theatre.  This state of the art facility has two 
different stages, redesigned seating and the latest technology allowing the operators to 
put on larger productions.  This 130,000 square foot performing arts theatre seats 1,350 
patrons.  Approximately 300 performances a year will be presented between the two 
theatres.  This theatre operates six days a week during the performance periods.  You will 
also be able to walk around the “Cairns Plaza” which includes a 75 foot long 15 foot tall 
mountain cascade water feature.  Designed to relflect the setting of the nearby canyons, 
this feature is an iconic draw.  This plaza area will allow for mini performances with natural 
seating on large granite boulders and rolling lawn mounds.  These landscape features help 
implement the “Where Mountain Meets Urban” theme within the Cairns District. 

THURSDAY, OCT.4   SESSION DESCRIPTIONS THURSDAY, OCT.4   SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY WALKING TOUR
DR. SHAUNNA K. BURBIDGE | 
Over the past 15 years we have witnessed a significant decline in the number of automobile 
crash fatalities. However, during that same time period the number of pedestrians killed 
has remained constant.  There are a number of things local communities can do to 
encourage and promote pedestrian safety.  This mobile workshop is designed to familiarize 
participants with concepts contained in the recently released UDOT Pedestrian Safety 
Training.  This mobile walking tour will immerse participants in the pedestrian experience 
and will include stops in several areas representing common environments found in our 
local communities.  Along the way, the following topics will be covered: Understanding 
pedestrian travel behavior, evaluating existing conditions, traffic calming and special 
treatments, signals and signage, pedestrian safety and transit, planning and design 
concepts, personal safety, ADA, and code enforcement and maintenance.  

SNOWBIRD TOUR
DAVE FIELDS | GM/COO OF SNOWBIRD
The Snowbird Tour will show participants the resorts CO-Generation power faciity, the 
resort’s underground water storage and treatment facility using a 19th Century mining 
drain tunnel and take a ride on Snowbird’s Aerial Tramway to see the resort’s 23,000-square-
foot Summit restaurant.  Participants will also learn about the regulatory hurdles of 
operating on a mixture of U.S. Forest Service and private land, in two counties, in a 
watershed all accessed by the most avalanche-prone highway in North America.
  

2:30 P.M.

RUBBER WHEELS AND TOD
LEVI ROBERTS | LONG RANGE STRATEGIC PLANNER, UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
JON PHEANIS,| MIG
BENJ BECKER | MAI
This session will focus on how bus-based transit solutions can leverage development 
potential and offer ways for communities to maximize this potential. Building upon findings 
from both the Provo/Orem and Ogden Bus Rapid Transit-Oriented Development Studies, 
we will explore questions such as: how much value can BRT add to adjacent land? Which 
ingredients make a potential TOD ripe for development? Which zoning, infrastructure and 
other barriers need to be overcome to encourage development oriented toward enhanced 
bus service? How can you prioritize bicycle and pedestrian improvements to transit stops to 
increase a transit service’s sphere of influence? Participants will gain a better understanding 
about how transit (beyond rail) can help build more livable communities.

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS IMPACTING UTAH’S FUTURE
PAM PERLICH | DIRECTOR OF DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH, KEM C. GARDNER POLICY
INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 
Utah is projected to continue on its path of demographic growth and change. Over the 
next half century population will nearly double to approach 6 million. Over that same time 
the greater Wasatch metropolitan area is projected to reach 3.3 million – the current size of 
the Seattle-Tacoma metropolitan area. Utah is expected to maintain many of its signature 
demographic, but also trend toward the nation. Median age will increase as the share of 
the population at least 65 years old increases from the current 1 in 10 to 1 in 5. Migration 
will consistently contribute over a third of the growth, with in-migrants bringing ethnic and 
linguistic diversity to the state. This session explores these long run demographic trends. 

THURSDAY, OCT.4   SESSION DESCRIPTIONS THURSDAY, OCT.4   SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

3:30 P.M.

IN THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENS
DANNY WALZ | COO OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF SALT LAKE CITY
MELISSA JENSEN | DIR. OF HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOOD DEV., SALT LAKE CITY
NICK NORRIS | PLANNING DIRECTOR, SALT LAKE CITY
Over the past few years, Salt Lake City has changed how it implements master plans.  This 
session will discuss how the city has been able to bring various stakeholders to the table to 
help implement the city’s master plans and help the city achieve its goals.  Included will be 
representatives from different city departments who will discuss the process the city uses, 
the tools that the city uses, and the roles of various stakeholders in implementing the plans.
  
LEGAL HOT TOPICS
KYLE FIELDING | MANAGING ATTORNEY, MCDONALD FIELDING, PLLC 
Case law update
Legislative update
Key Issues from across the State, including:
•        State v. local power in the land use arena
•        Settlement agreements and land use procedures
•        Right to Referendum
•        Cell phone towers
•        Short term rentals
•        Accessory Dwelling Units
•        Infill Development
•        Parking requirements
•        Exactions, and development costs and conditions

HALE CENTRE THEATRE TOUR
QUINN DIETLEIN | HALE CENTRE THEATRE
This is a repeated tour of the new Hale Center Theatre. See the description above from the 
1:45 PM Session.

HIKING TOUR - DIMPLE DELL
WALTER GILMORE | ASSOCIATE DIVISION DIRECTOR FOR PARK PLANNING, SALT LAKE 
COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION
DAN MEDINA | DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF SANDY CITY PARKS & RECREATION
Come explore the beauty of Dimple Dell Regional Park with some local experts. The 
park features 630 acres of natural landscape surrounded by the large urban area and 
growing neighborhoods of Sandy, Utah. The park includes a vast network of trials that are 
frequented by hikers, bicyclists, and horseback riders. Participants will be able to walk a few 
of the trails, visit a few key sites, and a new tunnel project under the UTA Trax Line. Come 
learn about its history and how it was preserved, how it’s used and maintained today, and 
what’s coming in the future for this regional open space jewel.

*Be Advised* Please bring good hiking shoes and be prepared to hike on dirt trails (you 
may get a little dirty). Total walking distance will be approximately 2.5 miles.
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FRIDAY, OCT. 5               KEYNOTE SPEAKER

8:15 AM |  OPENING KEYNOTE : 
HIGH COST OF FREE PARKING

DR. DONALD SHOUP | DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH PROFESSOR, 

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN PLANNING AT UCLA
Much of his research has focused on how parking policies 
affect cities, the economy, and the environment.

In his 2005 book, The High Cost of Free Parking, Shoup 
recommended that cities should (1) charge fair market 
prices for on-street parking, (2) spend the revenue to 
benefit the metered neighborhoods, and (3) remove off-
street parking requirements.

In his 2018 book, Parking and the City, Shoup and 45 
other academic and practicing planners examined 
the results where cities have followed this advice. The 
successful outcomes show that the three parking reforms 
are not theoretical and idealistic but are instead practical 
and realistic.

Shoup is a Fellow of the American Institute of Certified 
Planners and an Honorary Professor at the Beijing 
Transportation Research Center. The American Planning 
Association gave Shoup its National Excellence Award for 
a Planning Pioneer, and the American Collegiate Schools 
of Planning gave him its Distinguished Educator Award.

HIGH COST OF FREE PARKING
Parking can consume up to 30% of a city’s land. Distinguished Professor Donald Shoup 
explores creative ways in which changes to parking policy and building development 
can make better use of precious land. With Utah on the verge of doubling in population, 
changes to current parking policies could help alleviate issues related to clean air 
and housing affordability. They may also provide a more fiscal approach to land-use; 
resulting in more desirable and walkable urban and suburban neighborhoods. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
9:30 A.M.

POWERS, DUTIES, & THE MAJOR CHANGES FROM THE STATE LEGISLATURE OVER THE 
PAST 13 YEARS
MEG RYAN | LAND USE ACADEMY OF UTAH
This session will cover the major duties of planning commissions and councils utilizing 
charts prepared by the League.  Then it will move on to discussing the many changes 
enacted by the State Legislature and transform those into a general set of principles.

KEYNOTE Q & A
DR. DONALD SHOUP | DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
URBAN PLANNING, UCLA
This session is a follow up to the keynote address. This is an opportunity to get your 
questions about parking and your community answered by Professor Shoup and other 
invited panalists.

SO YOU WANT TO BE A CONSULTANT
MICHAEL HANSEN | RURAL COMMUNITY CONSULTANTS
So you (think) you want to be a consultant?  They say that accountants have a hard time 
balancing their checkbook and that the homes of interior decorators are usually a mess.  
Don’t be that planner that plans everything except their own career!  Come participate in 
an interactive discussion with other planners about the pros/cons of different options you 
have in the planning field.  

CAIRNS VILLAGE TOUR
JAMES SORENSEN | COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SANDY CITY
NICK DUERKSEN | ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SANDY CITY
There are dozens of world-class mountain towns, but Sandy will be the world’s first 
mountain city.  Unparalleled access to award-winning mountain terrain with both Big and 
Little Cottonwood Canyons only minutes away, coupled with the distinction of having all of 
the services and amenities a discerning tourist would want and need.  Likewise, The Cairns 
is a distinguished place to LIVE, WORK, PLAY and SHOP making Sandy City a desirable place 
to call “home.”  In a true “live, work, shop, play,” experience, The Cairns will be a high-end city 
center that blends: 
• Thousands of new high-rise housing units, dozens of restaurants, popular 

entertainment venues, concentrated job center; new retail and hospitality offerings 
and a multi-million dollar mall renovation.

• An upscale development that meets the growing trend of millennials, empty-nesters 
and all others seeking easily-accessible amenities, transit convenience, work proximity 
and community enjoyment. 

• Transforming Sandy into a new city that combines the best attributes of city and 
suburban living, in short, all that you would want from a big city, with out the 
elements you don’t.  Tour the 1,000 acre city center; The Cairns, and learn how it is 
quickly becoming a premier destination location.
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FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
UTA OPERATIONS TOUR
MATT SIBUL | DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
KYLE SCHROEDER | LONG RANGE STRATEGIC PLANNER, UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
How is UTA governed? Who decides what routes and improvements go where, and how 
is that service provided every day? How can properties UTA owns near stations better fit 
into our communities? If these questions interest you join UTA for a mobile tour to their 
Meadowbrook Bus Facility and the Sandy East Village TOD to get the answers.

SB136 was a game changer for transportation when it was passed in the 2018 Utah 
Legislative Session.  In addition to revamping UDOT, the 222 page bill completely 
overhauled the UTA governance model, as well as providing—for the first time ever—
ongoing state resources for public transportation projects.  UTA’s Matt Sibul, Director of 
Government Relations, will speak to this landmark piece of legislation and the exciting path 
forward for the agency.

Also, UTA planners Levi Roberts and Eric Callison will discuss the various functions of transit 
planning, including long range visioning, transit route and network design, and route 
scheduling. Participants will have an opportunity to get in the mind of a transit planner 
and the various trade-offs that they face through an interactive exercise in route blocking 
with manager of operations planning, Debbie Skeen. After that get a firsthand look at 
what it takes to put hundreds of buses on the road every morning, not to mention the 
programs and facilities in place to keep all of them running at their best, in a tour of the 
Meadowbrook operations and maintenance facility.

Finally, join project partners including UTA’s Real Estate and TOD Senior Manager Paul 
Drake  for a tour of Sandy East Village, a local example of a transit-oriented development 
will be given, highlighting the design principles of successful TOD and the coordination 
between the transit authority, a developer, and local planners that made the project a 
reality.

RIO TINTO STADIUM TOUR
MARY VAN MINDE | DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS, REAL SALT LAKE
KYLE SCHROEDER | COMMUNITY LIASON, REAL SALT LAKE
With a 20,000 fan capacity, 32 luxury suites, a full service Stadium Club, and top of the line 
concession services, Rio Tinto Stadium is one of the best venues to experience a world class 
soccer match. Come visit with stadium staff and discover what it takes to maintain one of 
the premier stadiums in the United States, including fan services, traffic and parking, and 
how other entertainment events are handled. In 2015, Real Salt Lake unveiled one of the 
largest solar arrays in the State of Utah, providing up to 73% of their power needs for the 
year. Tour the facilities and see what you are missing if you haven’t had the opportunity to 

experience Rio Tinto Stadium first hand.

FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

10:15 A.M.

CONDITIONAL USE CHAPTER CHANGES
JOHN JANSEN | CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP
WILF SOMMERKORN | DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL PLANNING, SALT LAKE COUNTY
This session will detail the principles that the Legislature has established – vagueness, 
denial, discretion, mitigate, needed standards, processing options, as they pertain to 
CUs. Then a common ordinance outline - Introduction, action/decisions, process, process 
options, potential standards.  Then a non-updated ordinance will be displayed to contrast 
the principles against and new language will be crafted. The session will end with the 
implications for use lists in each zone.

COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
JORDAN KATCHER | COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST, UTAH COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
When we think of community, we think of things like parades, children playing, and 
neighbors helping one another. When we think of community development, we instead 
think of things like roads, box stores, and revenue bonds. Why the disconnect? This 
session will explore the ongoing, interconnected nature of comprehensive community 
development by reviewing the six major categories and discussing how a holistic, well-
rounded community leads to increased jobs, local control, and quality of life.

COST OF DEVELOPMENT - PART 1
JEFF NIELSON | PRESIDENT AND CEO, WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
COREY JOHNSON | VICE PRESIDENT,  WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
ADAM LANKFORD | VICE PRESIDENT,  WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
Hear the issues that influence decisions made by those on the other side of the counter. 
Members of the development community will be discussing what makes a project work 
and how interaction with municipalities affects project outcomes. Speakers will explain 
how development decisions are made, how project finances are calculated, and how 
affordable housing projects are financed. The session is broken up into two parts. The first 
includes speaker presentations and the second is organized in part as a workshop that will 
help participants to better understand project financing. Attendees will leave with a better 
understanding of what drives development and how cooperation between municipalities 
and development stakeholders can result in better projects in our communities.

11:15 A.M.

TOWN CENTERS
JOHN JANSEN | CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP
What are the components of a good town center? This session will focus on communities 
that have adopted or are in the process of adopting a zoning approach to create or 
enhance their town center.  It will include:
•        North Ogden – outreach, vision, ordinances (master planned, and FBC)
•        Brigham City – an established Main Street – how can that be enhanced?
•        Holladay – tool used and accomplishments
Hear from a full panel of experts on this topic: 
Wilf Sommerkorn, Rob Scott, Mark Bradley , Paul Larson, Paul Allred
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FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
PEDESTRIANS BEHAVING BADLY
GEORGE SHAW | INDEPENDENT PLANNING CONSULTANT
The term ‘Walkable Communities’ has been used a lot in recent years.   But what does it 
really mean?  It certainly means more than installing community sidewalks to encourage 
walking.  In this session you will learn how to determine pedestrian needs in your 
community, how to use the General Plan to encourage positive ordinance changes, and 
how to use good pedestrian design to help create vibrant places within your community 
that citizens will want to experience.  Examples of both good and bad pedestrian design 
will be examined.

COST OF DEVELOPMENT - PART 2
JEFF NIELSON | PRESIDENT AND CEO, WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
COREY JOHNSON | VICE PRESIDENT,  WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
ADAM LANKFORD | VICE PRESIDENT,  WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
Hear the issues that influence decisions made by those on the other side of the counter. 
Members of the development community will be discussing what makes a project work 
and how interaction with municipalities affects project outcomes. Speakers will explain 
how development decisions are made, how project finances are calculated, and how 
affordable housing projects are financed. The session is broken up into two parts. The first 
includes speaker presentations and the second is organized in part as a workshop that will 
help participants to better understand project financing. Attendees will leave with a better 
understanding of what drives development and how cooperation between municipalities 
and development stakeholders can result in better projects in our communities.

CONSERVATION GARDEN TOUR
CYNTHIA BEE | JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
COURTNEY BROWN | JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
SHAUN MOSER | JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
Experts with the Conservation Garden Park will lead walking tours of this 6 acre, 
conservation based botanical garden.  During the tour, we’ll discuss the new Localscapes 
design approach and show how the concepts are applied in the Conservation Garden Park.  
The Localscapes method is a moderate approach to waterwise landscapes that combines a 
traditional landscape appearance with more sustainable practices to yield landscapes that 
require  60% less water without sacrificing visual quality.  We’ll also discuss how to codify 
the Localscapes design standards for municipal development codes.

JORAN RIVER TOUR
SØREN SIMONSEN | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JORDAN RIVER COMMISSION 
ERIC MCCULLEY | WATERSHED ECOLOGIST
This tour will visit the Big Bend in the River,  one of the largest and most active restoration 
project site along the Jordan River. Although it’s a project still early in its development, it is 
a restoration project that involves numerous partnerships.

FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

1:40 P.M.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU)
JOHN JANSEN | CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP
Why should or shouldn’t a community allow ADUs?  What is their purpose? This session will 
focus on reviewing and understanding ordinances that have been in use for some time and 
their components. Communities included are:
•        Sandy
•        Pleasant Grove
•        Orem
It will finish with a discussion of affordability issues 
Hear from a full panel of experts on this topic: 
Jake Young (SLCo), Brian McCuistion (Sandy), Kristina Haycock (Orem), Julie Henry (Pleasant 
Grove), John Janson moderator

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
SHAREN HAURI | URBAN DESIGN DIRECTOR, CITY OF SOUTH SALT LAKE
DEREK DYER | UTAH ARTS ALLIANCE
LESLY ALLEN | ARTS COUNCIL DIRECTOR, CITY OF SOUTH SALT LAKE
RYAN WALLACE | URBAN DESIGN LEADER, MHTN ARCHITECTS
Planners often face difficult challenges when seeking to create or improve urban 
communities in Utah. By partnering with the arts community, planners can integrate the 
unique perspective of artists as an asset through the process of Creative Placemaking when 
planning for arts-focused improvements to the public realm. Simply defined, Creative 
Placemaking is an urban design strategy seeking to intentionally leverage the power of 
arts, culture and creativity to serve the broader community’s transformation in a way that 
building character and quality of place. However, barriers such as language and culture – as 
well as ideological – can be an obstacle for planners and artists when working together to 
find common ground and create positive outcomes for all stakeholders.
Our session intends to define and explore the emerging national trend of creative 
placemaking – and how it can be relevant to communities in Utah. The team of presenters 
will focus primarily on local implementation through the lens of South Salt Lake’s newly-
adopted Creative Industry Zone, and the lessons learned through the process. Specific 
emphasis will be placed on the community engagement strategies uses during the process.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
STEVE PASTORIK | PLANNING DIRECTOR, WEST VALLEY CITY
KIRSTEN WHETSTONE | SENIOR PLANNER, PARK CITY
With a goal of 800 new affordable units by 2026, Park City is engaging with the private 
sector – both for and nonprofit – to identify possible partnerships to design affordable 
housing projects on city-owned property.  The City’s focus is to provide affordable and 
attainable units  near employment, transportation and other amenities with the goal to 
increase use in alternative modes of transportation and encourage non-car households.  
In addition, Planning Staff is reviewing the Land Management Code to identify changes 
such as density and parking requirements that will make affordable housing developments 
more attractive to developers. The presentation will include an overview of several infill 
affordable housing developments, highlighting both challenges and opportunities.
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FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
ZIONS BANK REAL ACADEMY TOUR
DAVID MILAN | DIRECTOR OF EVENT SERVICES FOR THE ZIONS BANK REAL ACADEMY
Come tour the Zions Bank Real Academy training center – home of the USL Real Monarchs  
– located in Herriman. The new 5,000-seat Zions Bank Stadium opened on March 31 and 
offers opportunities for high school, college and adult recreational soccer activity, as well 
as varying levels of rugby, lacrosse and other sports. Zions Bank Real Academy provides a 
unique community gathering place, providing aspiration and inspiration to develop local 
talent on and off the field, and ultimately training that talent to an elite level, leading to 
stronger community connection and all types of success. Amenities include a total of eight 
fields including the Stadium, with four natural grass surfaces dedicated to Real Salt Lake/
Monarchs/Academy use alongside one Herriman City community field. Two of the artificial 
fields are housed in the Zions Bank Training Center‘s iconic 208,000 square-foot indoor 
structure, the largest pre-engineered free-span building in North America. Atop the main 
structure is a solar panel array from Utah’s own Auric Solar, at roughly half the size of its 
Rio Tinto Stadium installation. Included on the campus is the RSL Academy High School, a 
300-student STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) charter school developed 
in conjunction with Jordan School District.

POINT OF THE MOUNTAIN TOUR
ARI BRUENING | PRESIDENT & COO, ENVISION UTAH
NICK HADFIELD | ASSOCIATE PLANNER AND DESIGNER, ENVISION UTAH
The Point of the Mountain area, extending from Sandy to Lehi, is well situated to become 
an economic powerhouse for a growing high-tech economy. Already home to firms like 
Adobe, eBay, and Vivint, the area is located midway between the University of Utah and 
Brigham Young University, is surrounded by rapidly expanding housing for a variety of 
pay scales and has excellent access to roads (including two freeways), commuter rail, and 
future light rail. Significant potential also exists for outdoor recreation with the Jordan River 
Parkway and other regional amenities. 
 
If developed correctly, this location could generate billions of dollars in economic growth 
for Utahns and help Utahns maintain a high quality of life with convenient travel options, 
good jobs, and improved air quality.
 
Achieving the area’s potential will require collaboration across jurisdictions and sectors but 
with proactive efforts the Point of the Mountain area can be a thriving, high-quality place 
Utahns can be proud of.
 
Come join Envision Utah on this mobile tour as they describe the Vision for the Point of the 
Mountain area.

FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS TOUR
UNDERSTANDING ALLUVIAL FANS – NEFFS CREEK – ASSESSING AND MANAGING THE 
FLOODING HAZARDS ON AN URBANIZED ALLUVIAL FAN 
JAMIE HUFF | RISK MAP PROGRAM MANAGER FOR THE UTAH DIVISION OF 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Neffs Creek is located on the western slopes of the Wasatch Range in Salt Lake County, 
Utah.  The system is composed of a steep, mountain channel that abruptly transitions to 
an alluvial fan landform.  Development on the alluvial fan began in the 1950s, and the 
landform is fully urbanized today with multi-million dollar homes.  A FEMA Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA) for the fan was delineated in the early 1980s. Multiple flood events have 
occurred on the fan since the Zone A delineation which have indicated that the effective 
SFHA does not adequately represent the actual flooding hazard.  
 
As part of a Jordan Watershed Risk MAP study for the Utah Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM), a FEMA alluvial fan flood hazard study for the Neffs Creek watershed 
was completed in 2016 to better characterize the flooding hazard on the alluvial fan.  The 
Neffs Creek Alluvial Fan Study is one of the first detailed alluvial fan studies within our 
state and has resulted in significant revisions to the effective SFHA. Due to this increased 
risk, the study also intiated a state-wide need to identify all active alluvial fans to inform 
communities and property owners of this dangerous and potential deadly hazard. 
A substantial public outreach effort was initiated by Utah DEM as a result of the revised 
SFHAs. Through several month of planning and coordination, Utah DEM engaged multiple 
stakeholders including FEMA, FEMA Community Engagement and Risk Communication 
(CERC), Salt Lake County, (now) Millcreek City, Olympus Cove Community Council, and State 
& Federal legislators to assist in informing the public of this risk. The partnerships created 
were critical during this outreach effort so community officials and property owners within 
the alluvial fan landform can take action to plan and protect themselves from flooding 
hazard risks. 
 
As a result of this effort, the community is more informed of the risk and although the 
revised SFHA’s are not yet effective, community development officials are currently using 
the best available data for planning and development purposes.
 
During this field tour, we will be travelling to the Neffs Creek Trail Head so participants 
can view the topographic characteristics of an Active Alluvial in person, while we discuss 
techniques to manage an urbanized Alluvial Fan.

3:00 P.M.

PLANNING COMMISSIONER ETHICS
JOHN JANSEN | CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP
What are the ethical responsibilities of planning commissioners?  State Law provides some 
guidance but there are other areas of concern that arise for PC members.  What is ex parte 
contact?  When do you have a conflict?  Can you be influenced by a developer or property 
owner in an inappropriate manner? Should you use your position to increase your wealth?  
What is the “headline test”?  Can you act differently for an administrative versus a legislative 
decision?
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FRIDAY, OCT. 5    SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
TAMING THE WILD USE TABLE
JIM SPUNG | CLARION ASSOCIATES
MATT GOEBEL | PLANNER, ATTORNEY, & DIRECTOR OF CLARION ASSOCIATES
CRAIG CALL | ATTORNEY, ANDERSON, CALL, & WILKINSON
This session will provide an in-depth look at how the classification and regulation of land 
uses has evolved over time and will provide you with the tools you need to begin taking 
control of a use table that’s gone rogue. After successfully rewriting dozens of zoning 
codes across the nation, Matt Goebel and Jim Spung of Clarion Associates will share 
their methodology and philosophy for simplifying and organizing overly-complex land 
use regulations. They will provide practical examples and explain how to organize and 
categorize uses in a user-friendly table format, how to respond to changing markets and 
new uses, when to remove antiquated uses, when to consolidate similar uses, and how to 
revise use definitions. We will also share our methodology for assigning use type levels of 
permission and effective strategies for drafting use-specific standards. Based on his wealth 
of knowledge from 35 years of practicing land use law in Utah, Craig Call will conclude 
the session by sharing how you can avoid making common mistakes that get Utah 
communities into trouble.

”CLICKS OR FLIPS?” RETHINKING THE (TRAILS) MASTER PLAN
DAYTON CRITES | CACHE COUNTY TRAILS AND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLANNER
Learn about the recently completed Cache County Trails Master Plan - a digital trails and 
active transportation planning document designed to never sit on a desk. This session will 
cover technical tips and tricks to create hyperlinked pdf planning documents, as well as 
explore future avenues of the planning document as a webpage or app.
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SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
LESLY ALLEN
ARTIST MARKETPLACE COORDINATOR | URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL
Lesly Allen has a Masters degree in Community Leadership with an emphasis in Arts 
Administration from Westminster College. Lesly serves on the Board of Directors for Utah 
Arts Alliance and The Utah Blues Society, and is the Artist Marketplace Coordinator for the 
Urban Arts Festival. Lesly has a passion for public art and using art as a way to unite and 
revitalize communities. Lesly is a native of Salt Lake City, has four beautiful daughters, and 
enjoys skiing, cycling, and and all things outdoors in Utah.

PAUL ALLRED
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR | CITY OF HOLLADAY
Paul Allred has served as Community Development Director for the City of Holladay for 
the last thirteen years. He is a native of Burley, Idaho, and “Air Force brat”, having lived 
in many locations around the world before completing Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
in Geography and Urban Planning from BYU.  Paul worked for Sandy City as a code 
enforcement officer and planner where he co-founded, and was President of the Utah 
Ordinance Compliance Association (UOCA) before managing Salt Lake City’s neighborhood 
association (SLACC) in the early 90’s.  Paul then served Centerville City as the first full-time 
Community Development Director for almost ten years before doing CDBG work at Davis 
County and then joining Holladay in 2005.  His emphasis in the public sector has been on 
community visioning, overhauling zoning ordinances, addressing changing demographics, 
and, especially upon place-making.   Paul has regularly been a guest lecturer at the 
University of Utah on the connection between demographics and land use planning, 
chaired the Utah APA Awards Committee for several years, and planned and hosted the 
2008 Fall APA conference.  Paul is married and has three grown children.

KEITH BARTHOLOMEW
ASSOCIATE DEAN OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF CITY & 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING  | COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE + PLANNING, UNIVERSITY 
OF UTAH
Keith Bartholomew is the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at the University of Utah 
College of Architecture + Planning and an Associate Professor of City & Metropolitan 
Planning.  Before coming to Utah, Professor Bartholomew served as a staff attorney for 
1000 Friends of Oregon and was the director of “Making the Land Use, Transportation, Air 
Quality Connection” (LUTRAQ).  Professor Bartholomew teaches and conducts research on 
integrated land use-transportation scenario analysis, pedestrian-oriented design, and land 
use law.

BENJ BECKER, MAI
REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT | MAI
Benj Becker, MAI has specialized in real estate consulting and advisory services for 15 years.  
He previously was involved with more than $7.0 billion in transactions of commercial real 
estate in the San Francisco Bay Area, and has worked in the past five years on numerous 
projects in the intermountain region.  His expertise includes in-depth consulting for highest 
and best use analyses, development feasibility studies, rent arbitrations, partial interest 
concerns, value-add of transportation, and land use planning issues.

SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
CYNTHIA BEE
OUTREACH COORDINATOR | JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
Cynthia works to translate the technical nature of water conservation into public-friendly 
messaging as the Outreach Coordinator for the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District. 
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Landscape Architecture from Utah State University and 
over the past 20 years she’s been involved at every scale of land design and planning from 
large regional projects to residential landscape design. Cynthia served on the Localscapes® 
development team and now teaches Utahns how to apply the method to “localize” 
landscapes to fit our climate.

ARI BRUENING, JD, AICP
PRESIDENT & COO | ENVISION UTAH
Ari Bruening is the President and COO at Envision Utah, he has extensive experience in 
visioning and implementation efforts for regions and large-scale projects. Prior to joining 
Envision Utah, he helped manage visioning and entitlement projects for the San Diego 
region; Laie, Hawaii; the 93,000-acre Kennecott Land Company project in Salt Lake County; 
the 175,000-acre Superstition Vistas Arizona state trust land parcel; and the 300,000-
acre Deseret Ranches of Florida landholding near the Orlando International Airport. He 
represented Kennecott Land Company in the land use planning and approval effort for 
over 90,000 acres on Salt Lake’s West Bench, including the 4,000-acre Daybreak community 
that has received widespread acclaim. Ari, an AICP certified planner, graduated magna cum 
laude from Harvard Law School, where he was an editor for the Harvard Law Review. 

DR. SHAUNNA K. BURBIDGE, PH.D.
Dr. Burbidge is known nationally for her innovative work modeling personal and 
household travel behavior and active modes of transportation (walking and biking), as 
well as modeling the public and personal health impacts of policies and infrastructure 
investments.  Shaunna is actively involved in Utah’s non-motorized transportation planning 
efforts.  She served as a key contributor to the Utah Collaborative Active Transportation 
Study (UCATS) and the Point of the Mountain Transportation Plan and regularly conducts 
non-motorized safety research for UDOT and UTA. She is the author of the “Utah Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan Design Guide”, the “Utah Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts Guidebook”, 
the “Utah Pedestrian Safety Action Plan”, and most recently she created the Utah Pedestrian 
Safety Training program.  Dr. Burbidge is the author of over a dozen peer reviewed journal 
articles on transportation planning, as well as over 50 planning documents and reports. 
She has given over 200 presentations relating to transportation and health topics, and due 
to the interdisciplinary nature of her work and specific expertise, Dr. Burbidge is regularly 
called upon to present and provide expert opinion in a variety of national forums.  She 
currently serves as a special advisor to the CDC’s Office of Sustainability and the National 
Center for Environmental Health’s Public Health and Built Environment Initiative, and the 
Bipartisan Policy Commission in Washington, D.C, and is a member of both the Bicycle 
Transportation and Pedestrian Standing Committees of the Transportation Research Board. 
Dr. Burbidge holds a PhD in Geography from the University of California-Santa Barbara 
specializing in Transportation Methods, Models and Computation.  
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SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
CRAIG M. CALL, J.D.
ATTORNEY | ANDERSON CALL & WILKINSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | UTAH LAND USE INSTITUTE
Craig Call is an attorney with Anderson Call & Wilkinson in Salt Lake City and Executive 
Director of the Utah Land Use Institute. He was the Private Property Rights Ombudsman 
for the State of Utah from1997-2007 where he assisted in the mediation and arbitration of 
several thousand land-related disputes.  Craig served four years in the Utah Legislature and 
on the City Council in Provo.  He authored The Utah Citizen’s Guide to Land Use Regulation 
(2005), the comprehensive Utah Law of Eminent Domain (2008), and jointly authored the 
Utah Land Use Regulation Deskbook and the Utah Impact Fee Handbook and Checklists.  
He has practiced law for private clients and also served as a city attorney.  He is a Land Use 
Appeals Hearing Officer for Salt Lake City and several other cities and counties in Utah.  In 
2018 he was named the Real Property Practitioner of the Year by the Real Property Section 
of the Utah Bar.

JIM CARTER, J.D., AICP
SENIOR PLANNER | LOGAN SIMPSON
Jim is a certified environmental planner, attorney, and public administrator with more than 
35 years of experience in law, community planning, and natural resources management. 
Since joining Logan Simpson, Jim has managed planning and ordinance-development 
projects for Madison County, Twin Falls County, and Rexburg, Idaho; Pinal County, Arizona; 
and Morgan and Sanpete Counties, Nibley City, Town of Vineyard, Bluffdale City, Saratoga 
Springs, and Park City, Utah.  From 1987 to 1993, Jim served as City Attorney of Park City, 
Utah, where he worked on land use, growth management, annexation policy, historic 
preservation, and water supply matters. While with Park City, Jim developed an award-
winning historic preservation ordinance, developed sensitive lands regulations, and 
supervised an overhaul of the City’s Land Management Code. 

Before joining Logan Simpson, Jim was a principal and project manager at Bear West, a Salt 
Lake City-based planning and community issues consulting firm. While there, he designed 
and managed comprehensive plan and ordinance development projects for numerous 
communities across the West in Utah, Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. Jim has served on 
and chaired the boards of non-profits including the Henry’s Fork Foundation and the 
Westminster College Alumni Board. He and his wife and son live in Holladay, Utah, where he 
is a member of the Holladay Planning Commission. 

DAYTON CRITES
TRAILS AND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLANNER | CACHE COUNTY
Dayton Crites works as the Cache County Trails and Active Transportation Planner.  He 
brings to this position over a decade of passion for human powered transportation and 
adventure, and the conviction that if we build places for people, we can create a better 
world. His education and adventures have resulted in an MLA from Utah State University, 
private sector experience with Design Workshop and Alta Planning+Design, and 
experiences building and exploring trails from the coast of Santa Cruz, the canyons of the 
Bear River Range, rolling hills of Central Texas and pristine terrain of Southern Chile.

SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
QUINN DIETLEIN
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT | HALE CENTRE THEATRE
Quinn has worked full time at the theatre for just over ten years. Primarily his focus is in 
fund raising. However, he also works with the marketing and creative sides.  Previous to his 
time at HCT, Quinn worked at Flying J Truck Stops and received an MBA from the great Utah 
State University.

NICK DUERKSEN
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR | SANDY CITY
Nick Duerksen is the Economic Development Director of Sandy City and Director of the 
Redevelopment Agency of Sandy City.  He is a graduate of Utah State University and has 
worked for Sandy City for 25 years.  Nick has extensive experience in land development 
and negotiations. Major developments include Jordan Commons, the South Towne Expo 
Center, and Rio Tinto Stadium, inContact, Scheels, Hale Center Theatre, East Village and 
Mountain America Credit Union corporate headquarters.  Most recently Nick has worked to 
bring new transit oriented concepts including residential, office, retail, hospitality, cultural 
and entertainment development to Sandy’s downtown area known as The Cairns.  Nick is 
an active member of many professional associations both locally and nationally. 

DEREK DYER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | UTAH ARTS ALLIANCE
Derek Dyer is an artist, arts administrator, and advocate for the arts and social causes.
Derek is the founder and Executive Director of Utah Arts Alliance (UAA). Since 2003 Derek 
has guided the UAA and helped establish its four facilities: The SLC Arts Hub, The Urban 
Arts Gallery, Counterpoint Recording Studios, and the Art Factory – Creative Industries 
Incubator as well as its many programs and events including the popular Urban Arts 
Festival, Mural Fest, and Illuminate – Utah’s Light Art and Technology Festival. 
Derek has been an active Board and Committee member for numerous organizations 
including: as Chair of Utah Cultural Alliance, Vice-Chair of the Utah Cultural Advocacy 
Alliance, South Salt Lake Arts Council, The Grand Theater, and the SLC Downtown Alliance 
and has served on advisory boards for Americans for the Arts, Utah Division of Arts and 
Museums, Salt Lake City Corp, and Salt Lake City Arts Council. For the past four years he has 
represented Utah with Americans for the Arts in Washington DC were he meets annually 
with Utah’s federal representatives in Congress in the House and Senate to discuss issues 
related to the arts.

As an artist he has exhibited at the local and national levels. His work has been published 
internationally including being featured in the Guinness Book of World Records, for his 
World’s Largest Disco Ball art piece.

Derek has received numerous awards in recognition of his work including being named by 
The Community Foundation of Utah as one of the “Enlightened Entrepreneurs of Utah”, he 
was named by Catalyst Magazine as one of the top “Change Agents” in the State of Utah 
and last year was awarded the Joe McQueen Lifetime Achievement Award by the Nurture 
the Creative Mind Foundation. This year the Derek and Utah Arts Alliance received the 
prestigious Mayor’s Artist Award for Service to the Arts.
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SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
REID EWING, PH.D
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR | CITY AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING, UNIVERSITY OF 
UTAH
Reid Ewing, Ph.D., is Distinguished Professor of City and Metropolitan Planning at the 
University of Utah, Distinguished Research Chair for Resilient Places, associate editor of 
the Journal of the American Planning Association, and columnist for Planning magazine. 
He holds master’s degrees in Engineering and City Planning from Harvard University, and 
a Ph.D. in Urban Planning and Transportation Systems from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Ewing’s 10 books include Pedestrian and Transit Oriented Design, co-published 
by the Urban Land Institute and American Planning Association; Growing Cooler: Evidence 
of Urban Development and Climate Change, published by the Urban Land Institute; and 
Best Development Practices, listed by the American Planning Association (APA) as one of 
the 100 “essential” books in planning over the past 100 years.  His 100 peer reviewed articles 
include “Relationship Between Urban Sprawl and Physical Activity, Obesity, and Morbidity,” 
the most widely cited academic paper in the Social Sciences as of late 2005, according to 
Essential Science Indicators; and “Travel and the Built Environment: A Meta-Analysis,” given 
the Best Article of 2010 Award by the American Planning Association and the second most 
widely cited article in JAPA’s 80-year history. A recent citation analysis by Virginia Tech 
found that Ewing, with 20,600 citations, is the 6th most highly cited among 1,100 planning 
academics in the U.S. and Canada.

DAVE FIELDS
CGM/COO | SNOWBIRD
Dave Fields is GM/COO of Snowbird, a year-round mountain resort that operates four 
hotels, 15 restaurants, spa, skiing and snowboarding and hosts conferences in 75,000 
square feet of group meeting space.   

WALTER GILMORE
ASSOCIATE DIVISION DIRECTOR FOR PARK PLANNING | SALT LAKE COUNTY
Mr. Gilmore has been practicing Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning for 33 
years as a consultant and a public employee.  Four years were spent working for the Utah 
Department of Transportation as Chief Landscape Architect and twenty-one years with Salt 
Lake County Parks and Recreation and is currently the Associate Division Director for Park 
Planning.

Mr. Gilmore guides a staff of five Landscape Architect/Park Planners who master plan and 
design recreation facilities ranging from 160-acre regional parks, golf courses, recreation 
centers, and regional trail systems like the Jordan River Trail and Parley Trail.

MATT GOEBEL, AICP, J.D.
PLANNER AND ATTORNEY | CLARION ASSOCIATES
Matt Goebel is a planner and attorney in the Denver office of Clarion Associates, and a 
Director of the firm.  He works principally in the areas of planning, zoning, and historic 
preservation.  With more than 25 years of experience, his numerous projects have included 
development codes and growth management plans for dozens of large and small 
jurisdictions around the country.  Mr. Goebel is co-author of Rules that Shape Urban Form 
and Aesthetics, Community Character, and the Law, published by the American Planning 
Association, and also principal author of award-winning studies of regulatory barriers to 
affordable housing and the economic benefits of historic preservation. Mr. Goebel is also 
a frequent speaker at the Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, University of Texas CLE Land 
Use Law Conference, and other state and national planning conferences across the nation.

SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
NICK HADFIELD
ASSOCIATE PLANNER AND DESIGNER | ENVISION UTAH
Nick Hadfield is an Associate Planner and Designer at Envision Utah. He has helped with 
outreaching, writing, and designing on projects like the Utah County Agriculture Toolbox, 
the Point of the Mountain process, and the Utah Clean Air Implementation Team. He has 
lived in Utah almost all of his life and is interested in creating and encouraging urban 
environments that are the perfect fit for their communities. Nick is passionate about good 
design, public engagement, and enhancing the special qualities that make each city and 
town unique.

Nick graduated from the Urban Ecology program at the University of Utah with a minor in 
Media Studies.

MIKE HANSEN
RURAL COMMUNITY CONSULTANTS
Mike Hansen has worked in strategy, land use, and organizational development for 20+ 
years. His career has been marked by successful leadership of progressively difficult 
challenges. Working in all levels of government, he has worn the hats of a strategic 
planner, demographer, administrator, and change leader. He has led small entrepreneurial 
teams, statewide initiatives, and even served in the Governor’s Cabinet. Among his many 
achievements, Mike’s optimization efforts led to Utah being recognized as the ‘Best 
Managed State’.

In the private sector, Mike has orchestrated projects with citizen groups, special service 
districts, city staff, and engineers. Focusing on short-term implementation strategies and 
the long-term return on investment, Mike has drafted roadmaps for cities, counties, and the 
state with results seen in land use, industry investment, economic development, and state 
code compliance.

SHAREN HAURI
URBAN DESIGN DIRECTOR | CITY OF SOUTH SALT LAKE
Sharen Hauri has planned and designed public projects at all scales. She has a passion for 
both cities and wild places and found both in Utah. As the Urban Design Director for South 
Salt Lake City for the last 7 years, she has helped the community envision its leap from an 
inner-ring suburb to a walkable, urban neighborhood. Sharen has helped them design and 
plan for a new downtown, a streetcar neighborhood, and now a Creative Industries Zone. 
This is keeping South Salt Lake “on the move.”

Ms. Hauri has a B.A. in Architectural Studies (emphasis on Historic Preservation) from the 
University of Utah and a Master’s of Landscape Architecture from Utah State University. She 
moved to Utah twenty-five years ago for the mountains and stayed to raise a family in what 
is finally becoming “a real city.”
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SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
JAMIE HUFF, CFM
RISK MAP PROGRAM MANAGER | UTAH DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Jamie Huff has been the Risk MAP Program Manager for the Utah Division of Emergency 
Management since September 2015. In this role she coordinates with Federal, State, Tribal, 
and local community partners and the public to provide flood risk information and data, 
training, education, and resources in order to identify, assess, communicate, and mitigate 
natural hazard risks within Utah. 

Prior to Utah DEM, from 2002 – 2015 she held several positions within FEMA Region X in 
Bothell, WA such as a Policy Analyst, Floodplain Management Specialist, and briefly served 
as Acting Mitigation Planner. Activities also included response to several federally declared 
disasters such as the Florida Hurricanes (2004), Hurricane Katrina (2005), and several local 
flooding disasters in Alaska, Idaho, and Oregon. 

Jamie received her Bachelor of Science degree in Geography from the University of Utah 
in 2002, is a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM), and is a Board Member on the Utah 
Floodplain and Stormwater 

JOHN JANSON, AICP
CIVIL SOLUTIONS GROUP
John M. Janson AICP graduated from the University of Utah in 1975 with a degree in 
Geography.  He received a Master of City and Regional Planning from the Ohio State 
University in 1977.  Having worked as a consultant and then in Davis County, Utah, the 
majority of his career has been with West Valley City, Utah, where he was employed as the 
Planning Director for 25 of his 30 years with the City.  His career path has provided him 
with extensive exposure to the full variety of planning topics, since West Valley is a diverse 
community known for its progressive attitude in facilitating economic development and 
addressing issues within the community with the best tools available.  As a three term 
Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association President, frequent local conference 
speaker, and having performed consultant projects throughout the State, he has significant 
exposure to regional and city issues. He currently is working with the Civil Solutions Group 
and engaged in the creation of general plans and ordinance implementation. He also 
volunteers his time as chair of the Millcreek Township Planning Commission.

MELISSA JENSEN
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT | SALT LAKE CITY
Melissa has worked in the community development field for over 10 years. She developed 
a passion for helping her community at a very young age and pursued a Masters Degree in 
Social Work in order to learn how become a catalyst for change in her career. She brings a 
wide range of work experience ranging from the nonprofit and private sector and currently 
works in the public sector as the Director of Housing & Neighborhood Development for 
Salt Lake City. In this capacity she oversees the City’s real estate, federal funding, capital 
improvement program, affordable housing initiatives & development, and capital asset 
management. She is driven by impact and always looking for ways to increase that impact 
in Salt Lake City Neighborhoods. 

SESSION SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
COREY JOHNSON
VICE PRESIDENT | WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
As a development partner for Wasatch Residential Group, Corey has direct responsibility 
for land acquisition, financial underwriting, property and legal due diligence, market and 
economic analysis for new construction market rate and affordable development projects. 
Prior to this, Corey was a Land Acquisition Manager at Richmond American Homes (MDC 
Holdings), a publicly traded land and home developer based in Denver, Colorado. Corey 
began his career as a Land Acquisition and Entitlements Manager for Ivory Homes, a 
large private homebuilder in Utah. Corey has a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the 
University of Utah, and a Master’s degree in Real Estate Development from Columbia 
University.

MAX JOHNSON
MANAGER AND PRINCIPAL PLANNER | SALT LAKE COUNTY
Max Johnson, AICP, has been employed with Salt Lake County Planning and Development 
Services for over sixteen years. Max is a Planning Manager for the County responsible for 
the division planning staff and related departments. As a Principal Planner as well, he is 
responsible for projects that encompass a wide range of planning and transportation 
related regional opportunities throughout the Salt Lake Valley. Max has a Bachelor degree 
in Urban Planning from the University of Utah.  
 
Max has served on the Executive Committee of the Utah Chapter as the Professional 
Development Officer since 2006, assisting members of the chapter in earning their AICP 
certifications. He has written several articles for the “Utah Planner,” a monthly newsletter 
published by the Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association. He has also served 
as Chair of the Wasatch Front Regional Council Technical Advisory Committee for Salt Lake 
County for over five years.

JORDAN KATCHER, MCRP
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST | UTAH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
Jordan Katcher is a Community Development Specialist at the Utah Community 
Development Office. From a rural community in northwestern Pennsylvania, she deeply 
values community culture, collaboration, and inclusivity. Having lived in nine states, her 
background spans across food sovereignty initiatives in Indian County, parks planning 
in rural Oregon, and assisting conservation non-profits nationally on equity, diversity, 
and inclusion practices. After completing her B.A. in Anthropology and English from the 
University of Virginia, she served with AmeriCorps for two and a half years. Her service led 
her to completing a Master’s in Community & Regional Planning from the University of 
Oregon. She is currently forming a Utah Rural Coordinating Council amongst state agencies 
to better serve rural Utah.
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JA YOUNG KIM
DOCTORAL STUDENT | DEPARTMENT OF CITY AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING, 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
Ja Young Kim is a doctoral student in the Department of City and Metropolitan Planning at 
the University of Utah. Ja Young holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Hanyang University, 
Seoul, Korea and a Master of City Planning from the University of California, Berkeley. 
Ja Young is interested in the issue of aging, place, and environmental equity set in the 
frame of the built environment and urban form. Her research aims to better understand 
the impact of the built environment on the well-being of populations and assess diverse 
public needs on the issues to develop feasible planning interventions. Before pursuing 
her doctoral degree, she worked as an architect in Korea, urban designer and planner in 
Berkeley and San Francisco, and a researcher for the Seoul Institute developing policies in 
Seoul, Korea.

TED KNOWLTON
DEPUTY DIRECTOR | WASATCH FRONT REGIONAL COUNCIL
Ted Knowlton is Deputy Director at the Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC), the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization in the greater Salt Lake City Region.  At WFRC, Ted 
oversees the Long Range Planning, Modeling, and Community Development programs.  
Knowlton is an Adjunct Professor in the College of Architecture + Planning at the University 
of Utah and has a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from Portland State University.  
Knowlton’s regional planning experience includes county and multi-county planning 
efforts in Chicago, Denver, Los Angeles, as well as a variety in the Salt Lake City region.  
Before joining WFRC, Ted was the Planning Director at Envision Utah -- an organization 
referred to by the Washington Post as the “gold standard” of regional visioning.  Ted is also 
a Planning Commissioner in North Salt Lake where he lives with his wife Laura and three 
children.

ADAM LANKFORD
VICE PRESIDENT | WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
Adam Lankford started working for Wasatch in 2008 and has been in the land development 
profession since 1998. As Vice President of Development, he oversees the due 
diligence, pre-development and construction phase for new market rate and affordable 
developments. Over the past 17 years Adam has worked in the public and private sectors 
including, municipalities, AOGs, consulting firms, corporate real estate and home building. 
Adam holds a B.S. in City and Metropolitan Planning from the University of Utah and an 
M.L.A. in Planning and Landscape Architecture from Utah State University.

BRIAN MCCUISTION
PLANNING DIRECTOR | SANDY CITY
Brian McCuistion is the Planning Director for Sandy City.  Brian has worked as a Planner for 
over 20 years with a short stint at Toolele County and then with Sandy City for 19 years. He 
is a graduate from the University of Utah with a bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning and a 
master’s degree in Public Administration.

ERIC MCCULLEY, M.SC.
WATERSHED SCIENTIST | RIVER RESTORATION
Eric McCulley is a Watershed Scientist for River Restoration and is based in Salt
Lake City. He specializes in ecological restoration of rivers, streams and wetlands in
the Intermountain West. He has a bachelor’s degree in Geology from James
Madison University and a Master’s of Science in Watershed Science from Utah
State University.
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DAN MCDONALD, JD
PARTNER | MCDONALD FIELDING, PLLC
Dan McDonald has been a real estate and business attorney for more than 20 years.  He 
recieved a Juris B.S. from the Univeristy of Utah, and a Juris Doctorate from the J. Rueben 
Clark Law School.  He is licensed in title and escrow by the Utah Department of Insurance.  
Dan has handled Fair Housing Act, ADA, and Rehabilitation Act cases throughout the 
western United States.  He has served as a hearing officer for local municipalities on Fair 
Housing Act Claims and reasonable accomodation requests.

DAN MEDINA
DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR | SANDY CITY PARKS & RECREATION
Dan Medina is the Deputy Assistant Director of Sandy City Parks & Recreation.  Dan has 
served the citizens of Sandy since 1985 starting out as a seasonal employee, while going to 
college to receive his bachelors degree in economics from the University of Utah.  During 
his time with Sandy City, Dan has overseen a wide variety of projects that include parks, 
buildings, trails, and water features throughout the city.  Dan has been married to his wife 
Lani, for 30 years, and has four children.  In his spare time, he enjoys camping, biking, and 
traveling.

SHAUN MOSER
GARDEN PARK MANAGER | JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
As the Conservation Garden Park Manager for the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy 
District, Shaun oversees the maintenance and aesthetics of the garden.  Shaun teaches 
landscape education classes to the public with an emphasis on the Localscapes method 
which he helped create.  He holds a Bachelor of Science in Residential Landscape Design & 
Construction from Utah State University.

JEFF NIELSON
PRESIDENT AND CEO | WASATCH RESIDENTIAL GROUP
Jeff Nielson is the President and CEO of  Wasatch Residential Group.  As the CEO, Jeff 
oversees all acquisition, development, and financing  related activities from start to 
finish.  Jeff has been instrumental in the acquisition and development of over  7,500 low 
income housing apartment  and market rate units. Jeff has negotiated and closed over 
$200,000,000 in tax-exempt bond financing and over $100,000,000 of low income housing 
tax credits.  Jeff has a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Utah State University and 
graduated with Summa Cum Laude honors.

NICK NORRIS
PLANNING DIRECTOR | SALT LAKE CITY
Nick Norris is the Planning Director for the Salt Lake City. He is passionate about the City 
and is motivated to improve the quality of life for all of its citizens.  Nick is constantly 
looking at improving how things are done and despises doing things “the way they have 
always been done.”  He enjoys helping people find workable solutions to complex land use 
and development issues.  At some point in the past, he became a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners. Nick has been involved in a variety of planning activities in 
his career, including working on people oriented development, preservation of sensitive 
lands and historic buildings, revamping the city’s master plan program, and leading an 
amazing team.
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BRUCE PARKER, AICP
PRINCIPAL | PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, LLC
ASSOCIATE INSTRUCTOR | UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 
Principal, Planning and Development Services, LLC (PDS) and Associate Instructor, the 
University of Utah teaching Small Town and Resort Planning. Bruce also advises planning 
students on their professional projects and capstone assignments.

STEVE PASTORIK, AICP
PLANNING DIRECTOR | WEST VALLEY CITY
Steve holds BS degree in Urban Planning from the University of Utah and a Master’s Degree 
in Business Administration, also from the “U”.  As a planner and then as Planning Director 
in West Valley City, Steve has a vast range of experience in current planning processes and 
issues. In his efforts to make project reviews easier and more consistent, Steve is famous for 
“checklists” that assure his staff and his own reviews are accomplished efficiently. Steve’s 
extensive experience in reviewing development plans allows him to develop planning 
objectives and zoning standards with an understanding of how they will impact real 
projects.

PAMELA PERLICH, PH.D.
DIRECTOR OF DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH | KEM C. GARDNER POLICY INSTITUTE, 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
Pamela Perlich, Ph.D. is the director of demographic research at the Kem C. Gardner Policy 
Institute at the University of Utah where she leads the newly formed Demography team. 
In this role, she and her team are responsible for developing and producing population 
estimates and projections, neighborhood indicators and demographic analyses focusing 
on Utah. In addition, the Demography team is responsible for the Utah State Data Center, a 
program affiliated with the U.S. Census Bureau that is responsible for the dissemination and 
interpretation of demographic and socioeconomic data, including recently released and 
historical.

Formerly, she worked as a senior research economist with the Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research (BEBR), which has recently merged into the Kem C. Gardner Policy 
Institute. Prior to joining BEBR, she worked in the Utah Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Budget, concentrating on long-run economic and demographic projections. Although 
trained as an economist, she applies a multidisciplinary approach to develop data, 
modeling and analysis that identifies ongoing demographic, economic and cultural 
transformations. The focus of her work is to illuminate these trends and the associated 
implications for the future, especially as they impact Utah. Her work highlights the great 
diversity in our communities and how these change over time.

She is highly effective in communicating these ideas to a broad nontechnical audience, 
including everyday people as well as community leaders. She has received awards for 
teaching, publication and public service. Her work in the community includes frequent 
speaking engagements for civic, education, governmental, corporate and professional 
organizations. She often serves as a resource to the press, providing the Utah context for 
broader events. Dr. Perlich serves on numerous boards and commissions.

Dr. Perlich received her B.S. in both economics and business from the University of Tulsa 
and her Ph.D. in economics from the University of Utah. Prior to joining the University of 
Utah in 2000, Dr. Perlich worked for seven years in the Utah Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Budget, concentrating on long run economic and demographic trends. Before this, she 
taught for seven years at Tulsa Community College.
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JON PHEANIS, AICP
PROJECT MANAGER AND PLANNER | MIG
Jon Pheanis, AICP is a project manager and planner with MIG in Portland, Oregon. With 
over a decade of experience working with communities throughout the west, he has 
contributed on a range of projects from streets, transit and public spaces, to design and 
development regulations, and neighborhood and downtown planning. Through all of 
his experience, he specializes in community and stakeholder engagement and meeting 
facilitation. He has contributed towards multiple publications and presentations related to 
effective public participation and collaborative planning and design and holds a Masters in 
Community and Regional Planning from the University of Oregon.

LEVI ROBERTS, AICP
LONG RANGE STRATEGIC PLANNER | UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Levi Roberts, AICP is a Long Range Strategic Planner with Utah Transit Authority with 
over 11 years of experience in the transit industry. He focuses on unlocking the potential 
of the region’s incredible transit system through the coordination of transit and land use 
planning in the Wasatch Front Region. Levi participates on teams and manages transit-
oriented development studies and station area plans, while planning for improvements 
and expansion of the transit system. In coordination with regional partners, he assists 
with the development of Wasatch Choice 2050, Regional Transportation Plans, and Utah’s 
Unified Transportation Plan. Levi is the Vice President of the Utah Urban & Rural Specialized 
Transportation Association and holds a Bachelor’s in Geography from Utah State University 
and a Master’s of Urban and Regional Planning from Portland State University.

MEG RYAN, AICP
MANAGER | LAND USE ACADEMY OF UTAH
Meg Ryan has over 30 years of experience in land use planning and politics and holds a 
Master’s Degree in City Planning from UC Berkley. She has worked in Boston, New York, 
the Bay Area and for Utah municipalities for the last 25 years. She is presently assisting the 
Utah League of Cities and Towns in land use trainings, the management of the Land Use 
Academy of Utah (LUAU.utah.gov) and whatever else Cameron throws her way. In addition 
to her work at the League she serves as the Appeal Authority for Morgan County and North 
Ogden. Meg also served on the State Board of the Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund for 10 
years. Meg resides in Summit County with her family and 3 legged dog and when the land 
use arena gets to be too much she occasionally returns to Hollywood for film engagements.

KYLE SCHROEDER
COMMUNITY LIASON | REAL SALT LAKE
Kyle Schroeder is a recent addition to the Real Salt Lake team and fills the roll of Community 
LIason.  Kyle has a number of years of experience in soccer, both as an administrator as well 
as a coach. Prior to joining RSL, he worked with Rival FC Dallas as the ECNL Goalkeeping 
Director and as a Volunteer Coach for their Special Olympics program.
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GEORGE SHAW, AICP
INDEPENDENT PLANNING CONSULTANT
George Shaw works as an independent Planning Consultant for cities, counties, and the 
development community.  He served as the Community Development Director for the 
City of South Jordan, UT, where he supervised the implementation of the Daybreak Master 
Planned Community.  He previously served as the Planning Director for Salt Lake City, UT, 
where he was involved in  the design and City approval of the City Creek Center.  He also 
served as the Planning Director for Sandy City, UT, where he oversaw the development and 
implementation of the Sandy City Downtown Plan.  He has served in other city planning 
positions for the cities of Sandy and Orem, UT.  He has written several general plans and 
numerous zoning ordinances.   

Mr. Shaw received BS and MS Degrees from Brigham Young University in Geographic 
Planning and Urban Geography.  He has been involved in a number of planning and 
educational pursuits including local citizen planner training, Envision Utah, and as an 
Adjunct Professor at the University of Utah, teaching Community Visioning and General 
Plans in the College of Architecture and Planning.  

He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), and the Congress of 
New Urbanism (CNU).  Mr. Shaw received the Utah APA ‘Meritorius Planner’ Award (2006) for 
his contributions to the Planning profession in the State of Utah.  He also received the Utah 
APA ‘Morris Johnson’ Award (2017) for lifetime contributions to the Planning profession. 

MATT SIBUL
DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS | UTAH TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Matt Sibul is currently the Director of Government Relations for the Utah Transit 
Authority in Salt Lake City, UT.  He is responsible for relationships and policy matters at 
a federal, state, and local level. Matt has held various positions at UTA, including senior 
positions in Capital Development as well as Planning.  Matt has 25 years of experience in 
transportation planning, engineering, and policy development.  Matt holds a Bachelors of 
Civil Engineering degree from the University of Minnesota.  He lives in Salt Lake City and is 
regularly bossed around by his wife and two daughters.

SØREN D. SIMONSEN, FAIA, AICP, LEED AP
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | JORDAN RIVER COMMISSION
Søren Simonsen is the Executive Director of the Jordan River Commission, a
regional interlocal coordinating agency working to improve the Jordan River
Parkway. His career includes extensive cross-disciplinary work — as a professional
planner, elected and appointed official, urban designer, architect, educator and
social entrepreneur — to create safe, healthy, beautiful, prosperous communities,
and sustain ecological integrity of the natural world. He received a Bachelor of
Architecture with a minor in urban design & planning from the University of Texas at
Austin, and a Master of Arts in Community Leadership from Westminster College in
Salt Lake City.
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WILF SOMMERKORN
DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION | SALT LAKE COUNTY
Wilf Sommerkorn is the Director of Regional Planning and Transportation for Salt Lake 
County. He was Salt Lake City Planning Director from 2008 to 2014. Prior to that, Wilf was 
Director of the Davis County Community & Economic Development Department for 14 
years. He was a planner in various positions with that Department since 1981. Wilf has also 
served as the Community Development Director for Centerville City, and as an adjunct 
professor of urban planning at the University of Utah, where he has taught a class in The 
Politics of Planning, something every planner should know! Wilf has served as Legislative 
Chair for the Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association since 1990, where he has 
had a role in writing the state codes regarding land use. He was President of the APA Utah 
Chapter from 1986 to 1988. Wilf holds a BS in Physical Geography and Geology from the 
University of Utah, and an MS in Urban Planning from the University of Tennessee.

JAMES SORENSEN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR | SANDY CITY
James Sorensen is the Community Development Director for Sandy City.  He received his 
B.S. from Utah State University and his M.E.P from Arizona State University.  He spent two 
years working in Arizona in planning for the City of Phoenix.  He returned to Utah in 1994 
and has worked for Sandy City for the past 24 years.  James has extensive experience in 
land use planning, community development and redevelopment, environmental and urban 
design.  Most recently James has helped to bring new transit oriented concepts including 
residential, office, retail, hospitality, cultural and entertainment development to Sandy’s 
downtown area known as The Cairns.  James is a member of professional associations both 
locally and nationally.

JIM SPUNG, AICP
ASSOCIATE | CLARION ASSOCIATES
Jim Spung is an Associate in the Denver office of Clarion Associates. Mr. Spung began his 
career in Utah as a planning intern for Cottonwood Heights and Salt Lake City and as a 
municipal planner for North Salt Lake and Taylorsville. As a municipal planner, he worked 
directly with property owners, residents, developers, architects, engineers, consultants, 
and civic leaders to manage growth and development projects. Jim also worked on a wide 
range of projects including drafting zoning code updates, comprehensive planning, design 
standards, development plan review, zoning and building permit review, best practices 
research, ArcGIS administration and analysis, and CDBG administration. Since joining 
Clarion, Mr. Spung has played a key role in drafting several development ordinances for 
communities across the nation, including work in: Salt Lake City, Utah; Sedona, Arizona; 
Denton, Texas; Bloomington, Indiana; Thornton, Colorado; and Northglenn, Colorado. He is 
member of the American Institute of Certified Planners.

MARY VAN MINDE
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS | REAL SALT LAKE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | RSL FOUNDATION
Mary Van Minde is the Director of Community Relations at Real Salt Lake as well as the 
Executive Director of the RSL Foundation. She has worked to strengthen Real Salt Lake’s 
public imageby promoting continued outreach and involvement with the community and 
support for organizations including Kick Childhood Cancer, Special Olympics Unified Soccer 
Team, and Greener Goals Initiative.
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RYAN WALLACE
URBAN DESIGN LEADER | MHTN ARCHITECTS
Ryan Wallace is a certified planner and licensed architect with significant experience in 
planning, design and construction. His combined background in planning and architecture 
allows him to work at multiple scales simultaneously including higher education campus 
planning, design and construction, as well as municipal urban design and corridor 
planning. He has presented on campus planning at several Utah APA conference events, 
and Corridor Planning at the APA National Conference in Seattle in 2015. As the Urban 
Design Leader at MHTN, his area of particular focus is on placemaking, to support creation 
of walkable, active neighborhood and town centers. He is currently working on two such 
projects, the Arts and Culture District in Park City and the Millcreek Center Master Plan.
Ryan has a bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning from the University of Utah and a Master’s 
of Architecture North Carolina State University with an emphasis in urban design. Ryan is 
currently a member of the APA Utah Executive Committee serving as the Technology Chair. 
  
DANNY WALZ
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER | REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF SALT LAKE CITY
As Chief Operating Officer of the Redevelopment Agency of Salt Lake City, Danny Walz 
directly oversees the City’s revitalization efforts. Danny’s experience in redevelopment 
within the Salt Lake City metropolitan area is extensive, as he was the RDA director for 
neighboring Midvale City for 13 years. His dedication to working with communities to 
revitalize neighborhoods that are experiencing economic, social, and environmental 
challenges is shown in his history of projects that create vital housing opportunities, 
improve infrastructure, and drive economic development. In addition to his hands-on 
redevelopment experience along the Wasatch Front, Danny is also well-versed in state-
wide RDA legislation thanks to his tenure as president of the Utah Redevelopment 
Association. He holds a bachelor’s degree in finance from the University of Utah and lives in 
the Highland Park neighborhood of Salt Lake City with his wife Jo and three lucky kiddos. 
When not hiking Utah’s beautiful terrain, he’s supporting the City’s local restaurants and 
organizing anything he can get his hands on.

KIRSTEN WHETSTONE
SENIOR PLANNER | PARK CITY
Kirsten has worked as a municipal planner since graduating in 1987 from Utah State 
University with a Masters in Town and Regional Planning (Landscape Architecture and 
Environmental Planning Department).  Prior work included Forest Engineering and 
Community Planning with the Tongass National Forest in Sitka, Alaska and internships at 
the Larimer Weld Council of Governments (Transportation Planning), the State of Utah 
Department of Agriculture (Economic Development for rural communities supporting 
agricultural entrepreneurs), and with Rodale Press (completing an audit of Utah’s food 
system for her Master’s thesis - researching the long term sustainability and resilience of 
Utah’s food system). She also worked for nine years as a current planner in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. 
The Park City Planning Department has been home base for the past 24 years, providing 
hands on learning and an incredible smorgasbord of planning topics from affordable 
housing to historic preservation, mountain resort town and environmental challenges, to 
transportation and parking  as well as construction mitigation of impacts due to seasonal 
and infill challenges. As a team the Department recently completed an update to our 
General Plan that including the balancing of many critical community priorities.  
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