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EDITORS CORNER 
Welcome to another special edition of the Utah Planner—a celebration of 
the 100th anniversary of Jane Jacobs’ birth. As always, we hope you enjoy 
the articles and images published within this issue. 
Some may recognize the article “How Jane Jacobs Changed My Life” as a 
reprint from the January 2009 issue of Utah Planner. This article, which 
originally appeared on urbanphoto.net, is a personal favorite. 
For those who are unfamiliar with Jacobs, she was born May 4, 1916, in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, to John and Bess Butzner. Forty-two years later, 
while raising a family and working for Architectural Forum in New York City, 
Jacobs received a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation to “write a critical 
study of city planning and urban life.” Her efforts produced the 1961 classic, 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities, which inspired a revolution and 
remains one of the most influential books on cities and urban design. 
Although Jacobs’ influence on cities and urban planning is undeniable, 
her persona and ideas have extended beyond the borders of city planning 
and into mainstream society. For example, Google, the multinational 
technology company, recently honored Jacobs when they posted the 
following “Google Doodle” on the centennial of her birth: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today there is a wealth of information, articles, photographs, and images 
of Jacobs on the web. A personal favorite is the following graphic recently 
found on the social network Pinterest (artist unknown): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is even an opera that features Jane Jacobs and antagonist Robert 
Moses, the Master Builder. A Marvelous Order, written in part by Pulitzer 
Prize winner Tracy Smith, premiered in New York City in 2015. 
Although Jane Jacobs passed on April 25, 2006, the Utah Planner is 
pleased to participate in the year-long international celebration of her life, 
intellect, and influence. For more information see www.janes100th.org. 
May we remember Jane Jacobs—and her ideas—for years to come. 
Michael Maloy, AICP 
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THE CITY 
Quotable Thoughts on Cities and Urban Life 

“Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only 
because, and only when, they are created by everybody.” Jane Jacobs, 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961) 
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As a PhD student at the University of Utah, Zacaharia Levine applied for and 
received a $500 scholarship from APA Utah to attend the National Planning 
Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, which was held April 2-5, 2016. Scholarship 
applicants must be a member of APA Utah and majoring in urban planning or 
related program. For more information on future scholarship opportunities, email 
Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at admin@apautah.org. 

Thank You 

First and foremost, I want to thank the Utah Chapter for awarding me a student 
scholarship to attend the 2016 National Planning Conference hosted by the 
American Planning Association in Phoenix, AZ. I find academic and profession-
al conferences rejuvenating and inspiring. Networking with individuals and 
companies working in our discipline, learning from and with innovators across 
the globe, and furthering our mission as leaders in society motivate me to see 
the long arc of my career in city and regional planning. 

The Venue 

Phoenix offered a great venue for the conference. While I never viewed the 
desert metroregion as a desirable place to live, let alone visit, I truly appreciat-
ed the shattering of some misperceptions. Although it has much work to do in 
the realm of combatting sprawl, improving and expanding active transporta-
tion infrastructure, requiring water-wise and sustainable development, and 
curbing gentrification-induced displacement, Phoenicians are rapidly facilitat-
ing a lot of positive change. I ate amazing food at locally and globally inspired 
restaurants, moved through provocative stretches of public art, witnessed a 
surge of “missing middle” construction and preservation of historic buildings, 
enjoyed the integrated presence of Arizona State University (ASU), utilized 
light rail to move about, and generally felt a growing recognition of natural 
resource limitations. Overall, I had a lovely urban experience. 

Sessions and Lessons 

I may be biased, but the Ogden Trio of John Montgomery, Ward Ogden, and 
Justin Anderson stole the show through day two. Many of us in Utah have 
become aware of Ogden’s transformation over the last couple decades. In-
deed, the city is receiving national attention for its revitalization of 25th Street 
and the still booming ascendancy of its outdoor sports product industry. 
However, reviewers have given less notoriety to their work on Ogden Creek, 
which serves as a model for urban-ecological restoration and illustrates the 
degree to which local natural resources help define a place, and the people 
who live there. Throughout Utah, we often define ourselves by the grandeur of 
our landscape. Although we are not unique in the ways we incorporate land-
scape into stories about our communities, Utahans excel at the craft. Perhaps 
John, Ward, and Justin stood out as exceptional storytellers, but the content of 
their presentation was educational, and the message inspiring. Without a 
doubt, it was my favorite (and most memorable) session of the first two days in 
Phoenix. 

Several other sessions stood out as first-rate. Presenters from Tempe endorsed 

(continued on next page) 



CONFERENCE (continued from previous page) 

public-private partnerships (aka “P3”) as a means to foster infill and economic 
development. In a resource constrained era, the prevalence of P3 partnerships 
seems likely to grow. Still, it is critical we balance the efficiency of using private 
funds with the importance of equity and access. The vice president of real estate 
development at ASU encouraged audience members to look at land and 
buildings through the lens of adaptive reuse. In many instances, the most 
sustainable building is one that already exists. Each presenter acknowledged 
that P3s really come to life when relationships are built on trust, communities 
accept private developers will make money, and projects are built for long-term 
investment and impact. P3s are successful when the partners share a vision of 
community improvement. 

According to a panel from Sacramento, community improvement is built upon 
civil infrastructure and continuous capital improvement. A planner, public 
works director, and economic consultant outlined Sacramento’s process of 
creating and implementing a new capital improvements plan (CIP). Their CIP 
process grew out of a general plan update, but flourished as a result of commit-
ted political leaders. The planning director coordinated the entire effort and 
made sure that each department tied their capital projects to goals enumerated 
in their new general plan. The economic consultant made sure that aggregate 
project costs would be adequately funded through impact fees and other 
sources. Her easily digestible and visually clear analysis of how development 
costs would either promote or inhibit infill development in relation to nearby 
communities made the city’s policy decisions easier. Sacramento’s impact fees 
balanced the needs and goals of their community with the financial realities of 
mixed-use and residential development. 

Scenario planning continues to provide planners a set of tools that overcome 
the limitations of forecasting an uncertain future. It represents an evolving way 
to make decisions in the present to achieve a desired future, or adapt to a likely 
outcome. Rather than projecting one future state based on historical trends, 
scenario planning bounds the future in a set of desired or reasonably expected 
states. As such, communities can approach scenario planning through norms 
and values (the normative approach), or through quantitative analysis of 
influential factors and a willingness or capacity to adapt (the exploratory ap-
proach). The two approaches are not mutually exclusive and often occur itera-
tively. Even more, scenario planning is receiving a boost from the rapid prolifer-
ation of visualization software that translates decisions into visual and numeri-
cal outcomes in real-time. The utility of scenario planning is very much tied to 
visualization and geographic information. 

As a professional planner who is working on a PhD, I greatly appreciated a 
session titled, “When planning research meets planning practice.” David Rouse, 
head of the research division at APA, facilitated the presentation, which includ-
ed Eugenie Birch (University of Pennsylvania), Catherine Ross (Georgia Institute 
of Technology), and Kurt Culbertson (Design Workshop). APA is now focusing 
on the following research themes in its planning advisory service (PAS) papers: 
socioeconomics, disparity in health outcomes, and vulnerability to natural 
disasters. Covering these topics at various scales, from small sites to 
megaregional, the participants discussed the role of planning research as a way 
to advance practice. However, research in these areas needs to be grounded in 
policy-making, city systems, and environmental interventions. Audience mem-
bers and panelists discussed the need for APA to connect practitioners and 
researchers, perhaps in an online forum where practitioners can request up-to-
date findings on hot research topics, or suggest new areas of research based on 
real-world experience. The ultimate goal is to improve evidence-based planning 
and expand what practitioners view as being possible. We have much to learn 
from both group and need to continue narrowing the research-practice gap. 
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Parting Thoughts 

I left Phoenix once again reminded of the everything-ness of planning. Indeed, I 
attended even more sessions worthy of review, but reporting on each and 
every one would fill an entire issue of Utah Planner. An undergraduate urban 
ecology student at the University of Utah aptly described planning education 
as “super citizen school.” Their planning department consciously chose to 
rename its undergraduate degree program Urban Ecology. The new title 
alludes to the foundational elements of a planner’s worldview—cities are 
ecosystems, and planners are trained (and compelled) to see them as such. 
Humans are (part of) nature, not separate from it. Regional networks of food 
production, transportation, housing, job markets, water and other natural 
resources—they are interconnected at various scales. If you adjust one of them, 
you impact all the others. Because of its breadth of coverage, planning stu-
dents, researchers and practitioners are well positioned to assist in the shaping 
and reshaping of our cities and regions. We care. We observe. We learn. We act. 
We connect. And then we do it all over again. But it starts with care—planners 
refuse to sit on the sidelines. I am proud to be part of this profession, and part 
of the Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association. 

Zacharia Levine has lived in Moab, Utah, for 8 years. He concurrently serves as the 
community development director for Grand County and works on a PhD in City and 
Regional Planning at the University of Utah. He is a founding member of the 
Ecological Planning Center. 



How Jane Jacobs Changed My Life 
 

by Christopher DeWolf 
Journalist & Photographer 

christpher.dewolf@gmail.com 

I’ve been interested in cities for as long as I can remember. My childhood is 
marked by Lego metropolises on the living room floor, streetscapes doodled in 
schoolbooks and early Saturday mornings playing SimCity for hours on end. So 
it only made sense that, when I was fourteen, on a beautiful summer day spent 
wandering Vancouver’s streets, my uncle turned to me and insisted that I read 
Jane Jacobs. 
“Sure,” I mumbled in a teenagerly way and we continued walking. He proceed-
ed to tell me about a Marxist-Leninist bookstore on Hastings Street that had a 
great urban-issues section. “You should go there sometime,” he added. 
Later that year, sitting under my family’s Christmas tree, I ripped opened a 
present from my uncle, revealing a bold mustard-colored paperback. The title 
was stamped in bold capital letters: The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities. Below it was a blurb from the New York Times Book Review: “Perhaps the 
most influential single work in the history of town planning . . . a work of litera-
ture.” 
It wasn’t until the following spring that I actually got around to reading Jane 
Jacobs’ 1961 classic, a book so widely read that it has never gone out of print. It 
opened my eyes. It confirmed what I had already begun to suspect about cities, 
about the way they worked, looked and felt, about their cultures and econo-
mies. 
Looking around the Calgary of my youth, I saw how suburban planning had 
deprived the city of a public sphere. When I moved to Montreal, I was ecstatic 
to find exactly the opposite: a city whose human spirit was alive and visible in 
its streets, businesses and buildings. The seed of my interest in cities was plant-
ed a long time ago; Death and Life made it grow into something robust. 

This book is an attack on current city planning and rebuilding. It is also, and 
mostly, an attempt to introduce new principles of city planning and rebuild-
ing, different and even opposite from those now taught in everything from 
schools of architecture and planning to the Sunday supplements and wom-
en’s magazines. 

So reads the first line of Death and Life—, a stinging slap in the face of almost 
every established urban planner, architect and bureaucrat in North America at 
the time. Here was an outsider—a woman, a writer, a mother—with no formal 
training in planning who had taken it upon herself to obliterate more than a 
century of conventional thinking about cities. In the 458 pages that followed 
her blistering introduction, Jacobs did more to reshape our vision of the mod-
ern city than almost any other thinker in recent history. 
What was so radical about Jacobs’ vision, at the time, was her insistence upon 
seeing the city as an organism; one that evolves naturally over time and is as 
complex and dynamic as the human beings that live in it. To put it very simply, 
she advocated a ground-up approach to urban planning and urban govern-
ance. Plan for how the city actually works, she told us, instead of determining 
how it ought to work. 
Jacobs’ ideas are nuanced and complex, but the essence of her philosophy has 
been expertly synthesized by the Project for Public Spaces (PPS), a non-profit 
organization dedicated to creating and sustaining community-building public 
spaces. The PPS breaks down her arguments into easily understandable com-
ponents: 
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Jane Jacobs (1916-2006) author and urbanist 

Christopher DeWolf is a writer and photographer 
from Montreal, now based in Hong Kong. He was 
born and raised in Calgary, where his passion for 
cities manifested itself at an early age in the elabo-
rate Lego metropolises he forced his father to build. 
Eventually, he found SimCity, and then later pho-
tography, propelling him to share both his imagi-
nary cities and his real city online. Chris launched 
Urbanphoto.net in September 1999 and has main-
tained it since. 

He writes regularly for the Wall Street Journal and 
South China Morning Post, and his work has appeared 
in TIME, CNN and The Guardian. He lives just a short 
walk from the rooftop farms of Yau Ma Tei. 



JACOBS (continued from previous page) 

Cities are ecosystems in which every element, from sidewalks to neighbor-
hoods to economies, “functions together synergistically.” 
Mixed-use development allows for the diversity of buildings, residences and 
businesses required to create vibrant, inclusive and dynamic neighborhoods. 
High density is essential to achieving this dynamism. Density was long a 
bugaboo of civic leaders, who associated it with disease, squalor and vice. But 
Jacobs effectively demonstrated how density—when it takes the proper 
form—can create safe, tightly knit and economically successful communities. 
Communities are the building blocks of social and economic progress. Jacobs 
stressed the need for bottom-up development and support for small busi-
nesses and grassroots entrepreneurs. 

Jacobs died one year ago today (April 25, 2006) in Toronto, her adopted home 
of thirty-eight years, where she had become a well-known and well-respected 
activist leader and a voice of reason. Her influence, however, is felt far and wide. 
Since the publication of Death and Life, Jacobs’ ideas revolutionized civic life. 
She helped to unleash a revolt against the Modernist city planning—highways, 
slum clearance, superblocks—that decimated North American cities in the 
1950s, 1960s and 1970s. The revolt led directly to New Urbanism, a philosophy 
of urban planning that drew heavily from Jacobs’ ideas. 
But Jacobs’ legacy is controversial. She is equally appealing to the grassroots left 
and the neoliberal right, which has led to her co-option by both sides of the 
ideological spectrum (despite Jacobs’ adamant refusal to be pinned to any 
single system of belief). This was especially evident after her death, when plau-
dits came showering in from every direction. Her ideas on urban design were 
widely lauded in the mainstream media, with glowing obituaries published in 
the Globe and Mail, the Guardian, the New York Times and countless other 
papers. Many of the more astute obituaries reflected, as Howard Husock did in 
City Journal, on Jacobs’ “faith in cities and people to work out their problems in 
original ways, ways which would create new jobs, new wealth, and, ultimately, 
lead to new problems that people would eventually solve as well.” 
But there was criticism, too. New York Times architecture critic Nicolai Ourous-
soff all but dismissed Jacob’s urban vision as quaint and nostalgic. Of course, 
Ouroussoff (whose column, ironically, is titled “Streetwise”) is unabashedly 
enthralled with—and writes about little other than—an elite group of 
“starchitects” whose designs are often conceptually brilliant but ultimately 
dysfunctional and poorly integrated into the city. 
I wanted to get a sense of what Jacobs means to us today, forty-six years after 
the publication of Death and Life. Eschewing the usual expert opinions—the 
ones we heard so much after Jacobs’ death—I decided to talk to someone of 
whom she would have approved; a fellow amateur urbanist, Steve Boland. 
Boland publishes San Francisco Cityscape, a city-issues blog that draws heavily 
from Jacobs’ urban philosophy. “Reading Death and Life was a definite turning 
point,” he tells me. “I’ve since read loads of other writers, but what really got me 
about Jane was the talented amateur quality [of her work]. She was an observer. 
It gives you this idea, if you’re a young person who’s just sort of getting into this, 
that ‘I can do this too.’ You start observing your own city. It deepens your under-
standing and at the same time it deepens your interest.” 
The tug-of-war that has occurred over Jacobs’ legacy amuses Boland. 
“Everybody wants a piece of Jane,” he says, laughing. “What happens a lot is 
that people are very selective in their interpretations of her, which is why you 
can have people who arrive at such radically different conclusions from her 
books.” Even though New Urbanism is closely identified with her ideas, Jacobs 
criticized it for creating the kind of overly regulated, master-planned develop-
ments she lambasted in Death and Life. But she was still sympathetic to most of 
New Urbanism’s goals—after all, a large part of the New Urbanism movement 
focuses on piecemeal urban infill and not the wholly packaged, Disneyesque 
subdivisions that garner so much attention. So when prominent libertarians cite 
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Jacobs in their attacks on smart growth, as Leonard Gilroy did in a recent Wash-
ington Post editorial, their arguments fall flat. “There is a libertarian nugget in 
Jane’s work,” says Boland. “She was railing against big government, essentially. 
She was talking about a market, a lot of interactions between ordinary people. 
But where the libertarians get in trouble is when they take that concept and 
ignore anything else, all the humanizing qualities of her argument.” 
Some observers have suggested that Jacobs is no longer relevant, or is only 
relevant to inner cities that have now (much to Jacobs’ chagrin) been gentri-
fied. But her influence is widely felt in almost every aspect of urban life. Adap-
tive reuse of old buildings, the role of streets and parks as public spaces, the 
cultural import of postering, public markets as economic incubators, safety on 
the streets and public participation in local governance; these kinds of things 
play a vital role in the well-being of the city but are invisible to the untrained 
eye—or to the blind eye. “If you live in a world of pure theory, which leads to 
ideology, which leads to you excluding any evidence that doesn’t support your 
belief structure, then you stop observing,” insists Boland. “You lose your com-
mon-sense approach to things. I don’t think Jane ever lost that clear eye. She 
wasn’t burdened by ideology.” 
That clear-eyed approach is something I admire and something I have always 
strived to incorporate into whatever I do. In university, as I worked towards a 
degree in Canadian Studies and History, I looked at things through an urban 
lens. I tried to see how cities shape our society and how we shape our cities. 
I still have the copy of Death and Life that my uncle gave to me when I was 
fifteen. Looking at it in front of me, its edges slightly dog-eared, I remember 
what it did for me the most—it taught me to see the city. 
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Introduction 

I remember the first time I read Jane Jacobs’ classic, The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities (published 1961, 458 pages)—which unfortunately was 
not required reading for my urban planning degree. Several years after gradu-
ating from the University of Utah, I read Death and Life out of personal 
interest and professional obligation. Every planner should read it at least 
once, right? While I enjoyed it, I remember being surprised by what it did 
not say. Death and Life did not include any biographical information on who 
Jane Jacobs was, nor did it recount her monumental efforts to oppose 
destructive transportation and urban renewal projects by famed “Master 
Builder” Robert Moses. I had to read other authors for that information. 

To begin learning who Jane Jacobs was, several years ago I read Wrestling 
with Moses: How Jane Jacobs Took on New York’s Master Builder and Trans-
formed the City (published 2009, 231 pages) by Anthony Flint, which I thor-
oughly enjoyed. I also read a brief but excellent biography by Glenna Lang 
and Marjory Wunsch titled Genius of Common Sense: Jane Jacobs and the 
story of The Death and Life of Great American Cities (published 2009, 127 
pages)—which I recently reread to my teenage daughter. Then, a few years 
ago I read what became a personal favorite, The Power Broker: Robert 
Moses and the Fall of New York by Robert Caro (published 1974, 1,243 pages)—
which won the Pulitzer Prize for Biography. Personally, I believe that no one 
can fully understand or appreciate Jane Jacobs without reading The Power 
Broker. For me, it is an essential classic. 

Within the past several years, I read Death and Life again—and parts of it 
three and four times—which deepened my appreciation for Jacobs and her 
work as an author and urbanist. 

Reading each of these books has been a wonderful educational and 
inspirational experience, worthy of personal expense in time, money, and 
effort. 

Beyond Death and Life 

While most planners are familiar with Jane Jacobs and are her work—much 
of which is accepted now as good urbanism—how many planners know 
that Jacobs published nine other books during a writing career that 
spanned more than sixty years? And that Jacobs considered her extensive 
work on economic theory to be more important than her revolutionary 
arguments in Death and Life? How many planners have ventured into the 
life and mind of Jane Jacobs beyond her 1961 ideas? Well, at least for me, 
all of that is about to change within the next 12 months. 

Recently, I have been asking myself—and others—the following questions. 
Given the fact that Jane Jacobs is commonly viewed as the most influential 
“urban thinker” ever, doesn’t she have more to teach us as planners? Aren’t 
Jacobs’ other books and ideas worth studying? 

(continued on next page) 

The Year of Reading Jane 
 

by Michael Maloy, AICP 
Senior Planner, Salt Lake City | Adjunct Instructor, University of Utah 

michael.maloy@slcgov.com 
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Reading Group 

Inspired by the centennial celebration of Jane Jacobs’ birth, I am embarking 
on a project that I have affectionately called “The Year of Reading Jane.” The 
project entails reading and discussing 11 books by or about Jacobs, includ-
ing a recently published biography; six books authored by Jacobs; one 
compilation of Jacobs’ essays, letters, and speeches; and three analytical 
works. Anyone who wishes to join me, and a handful of other planners I 
have wrangled into this journey, is welcome. In fact, I have a free copy of our 
inaugural reading, Becoming Jane Jacobs by Peter Laurence (376 pages, 
2016), for the first person who contacts me and commits to join our reading 
“kaffeeklatsch.” 

Within the next 12 months, we will be reading the following list of books, 
and in the following order. While accounting for short holiday breaks, the 
reading schedule is approximately 10 pages a day, from 11 books, in 12 
months. That’s doable, right? And along the way, we will schedule meetups 
to discuss the books at a coffee house or pastry shop in downtown Salt 
Lake. Hopefully we will have our first book discussion before the end of 
June 2016. And if you are too far away to join us, feel free to form your own 
reading group wherever you are. Or perhaps we can arrange an online 
videoconference. If you are at all interested, please contact me at 801-535-
7118 or michael.maloy@slcgov.com. 

Reading List 

The following book summaries, reviews, and ratings are from websites as noted. 

Becoming Jane Jacobs by Peter Laurence 
$34.95, published 2016, 376 pages, 5.00 out of 5 stars  

Jane Jacobs is universally recognized as one of the key figures in American 
urbanism. The author of The Death and Life of Great American Cities, she 
uncovered the complex and intertwined physical and social fabric of the 
city and excoriated the urban renewal policies of the 1950s. As the legend 
goes, Jacobs, a housewife, single-handedly stood up to Robert Moses, New 
York City's powerful master builder, and other city planners who sought first 
to level her Greenwich Village neighborhood and then to drive a highway 
through it. Jacobs' most effective weapons in these David-versus-Goliath 
battles, and in writing her book, were her powers of observation and 
common sense. 

What is missing from such discussions and other myths about Jacobs, 
according to Peter L. Laurence, is a critical examination of how she arrived 
at her ideas about city life. Laurence shows that although Jacobs had only a 
high school diploma, she was nevertheless immersed in an elite intellectual 
community of architects and urbanists. Becoming Jane Jacobs is an intellec-
tual biography that chronicles Jacobs' development, influences, and writing 
career, and provides a new foundation for understanding Death and Life 
and her subsequent books. Laurence explains how Jacobs' ideas developed 
over many decades and how she was influenced by members of the tradi-
tions she was critiquing, including Architectural Forum editor Douglas 
Haskell, shopping mall designer Victor Gruen, housing advocate Catherine 
Bauer, architect Louis Kahn, Philadelphia city planner Edmund Bacon, urban 
historian Lewis Mumford, and the British writers at The Architectural 
Review. Rather than discount the power of Jacobs' critique or contributions, 
Laurence asserts that "Death and Life was not the spontaneous epiphany of 
an amateur activist but the product of a professional writer and experienced 
architectural critic with deep knowledge about the renewal and dynamics 
of American cities.” (Amazon) 
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The Death and Life of Great American Cities by Jane Jacobs 
$16.95, published 1961, 458 pages, 4.31 out of 5 stars,  

A direct and fundamentally optimistic indictment of the short-sightedness 
and intellectual arrogance that has characterized much of urban planning in 
this century, The Death and Life of Great American Cities has, since its first 
publication in 1961, become the standard against which all endeavors in 
that field are measured. In prose of outstanding immediacy, Jane Jacobs 
writes about what makes streets safe or unsafe; about what constitutes a 
neighborhood, and what function it serves within the larger organism of the 
city; about why some neighborhoods remain impoverished while others 
regenerate themselves. She writes about the salutary role of funeral parlors 
and tenement windows, the dangers of too much development money and 
too little diversity. Compassionate, bracingly indignant, and always keenly 
detailed, Jane Jacobs' monumental work provides an essential framework 
for assessing the vitality of all cities. (Amazon) 

The Economy of Cities by Jane Jacobs 
$15.95, published 1970, 288 pages, 4.09 out 5 stars ,  

The thesis of this book is that cities are the primary drivers of economic 
development. Jacobs main argument is that explosive economic growth 
derives from urban import replacement. Import replacement occurs when a 
city begins to locally produce goods that it formerly imported, e.g., Tokyo 
bicycle factories replacing Tokyo bicycle importers in the 1800s. Jacobs claims 
that import replacement builds up local infrastructure, skills, and production. 

In an interview with Bill Steigerwald in Reason Magazine, Jacobs said that if 
she is remembered for being a great intellectual she will be remembered 
not for her work concerning city planning, but for the discovery of import 
replacement. Critics erroneously claim that her ideas parrot the idea of 
import substitution advanced earlier by scholars such as Andre Gunder 
Frank. Import substitution was a national economic theory implying that if a 
nation substituted its imports with national production the nation would 
become wealthier, whereas Jacob's idea is entirely about cities and could be 
called urban import substitution. (Wikipedia) 

Cities and the Wealth of Nations: Principles of Economic Life by Jane Jacobs 
$16.00, published 1985, 272 pages, 4.09 out of 5 stars  

"Learned, iconoclastic and exciting...Jacobs' diagnosis of the decay of cities 
in an increasingly integrated world economy is on the mark."—New York 
Times Book Review 

"Jacobs' book is inspired, idiosyncratic and personal...It is written with verve 
and humor; for a work of embattled theory, it is wonderfully concrete, and 
its leaps are breathtaking."—Los Angeles Times 

"Not only comprehensible but entertaining...Like Mrs. Jacobs' other books, it 
offers a concrete approach to an abstract and elusive subject. That, all by 
itself, makes for an intoxicating experience."—New York Times 

Systems of Survival: A Dialogue on the Moral Foundations of Com-
merce and Politics by Jane Jacobs 
$16.00, published 1994, 236 pages, 4.11 out of 5 stars,  

Written in 1992, Jane Jacobs describes two fundamental and distinct ethical 
systems, or syndromes as she calls them, that of the Guardian and that of 
Commerce. They supply direction for the conduct of human life within 
societies. Understanding the tension between them can help us with public 
policy and personal choices. (Goodreads) 
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The Nature of Economies by Jane Jacobs 
$15.95, published 2001, 208 pages, 3.79 out of 5 stars,  

Starting from the premise that human beings "exist wholly within nature as 
part of natural order in every respect," Jane Jacobs has focused her singular 
eye on the natural world in order to discover the fundamental models for a 
vibrant economy. The lessons she discloses come from fields as diverse as 
ecology, evolution, and cell biology. Written in the form of a Platonic 
dialogue among five fictional characters, The Nature of Economies is as 
astonishingly accessible and clear as it is irrepressibly brilliant and wise–a 
groundbreaking yet humane study destined to become another world-
altering classic. (Goodreads) 

Dark Age Ahead by Jane Jacobs 
$15.95, published 2005, 256 pages, 3.53 out of 5 stars,  

In this indispensable book, urban visionary Jane Jacobs convincingly argues 
that as agrarianism gives way to a technology-based future, we stand on 
the brink of a new dark age, a period of cultural collapse. Jacobs pinpoints 
five pillars of our culture that are in serious decay: community and family; 
higher education; the effective practice of science; taxation, and govern-
ment; and the self-regulation of the learned professions. The corrosion of 
these pillars, Jacobs argues, is linked to societal ills such as environmental 
crisis, racism, and the growing gulf between rich and poor. But this is a 
hopeful book as well as a warning. Drawing on her vast frame of reference–
from fifteenth-century Chinese shipbuilding to Ireland’s cultural rebirth–
Jacobs suggests how the cycles of decay can be arrested and our way of life 
renewed. Invigorating and accessible, Dark Age Ahead is not only the 
crowning achievement of Jane Jacobs’ career, but one of the most im-
portant works of our time. (Goodreads) 

The Ideas That Matter: The Worlds of Jane Jacobs edited by Max Allen 
$42.50, published 2011, 248 pages, 4.33 out of 5 stars,  

Jane Jacobs (1916-2006) is history's most celebrated urban critic. In addition 
to her classic, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, Jacobs authored 
another half dozen influential books on urban planning, economics, and 
design. She was also a tireless advocate of vibrant city neighborhoods. Ideas 
that Matter: The Worlds of Jane Jacobs offers students, enthusiasts, and critics 
unprecedented insights into the work of this seminal thinker. 

Originally published in 1997, and continually sought after ever since, this 
2011 edition includes a new introduction by distinguished urban scholar 
Mary Rowe.  The book is a unique combination of Jacobs' own writing 
(including previously unpublished speeches, letters, and articles), biog-
raphy, and analysis by other scholars. 

Arranged by topic, it sheds light both on the development of Jacobs' 
theories and her life. A chapter on The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities reveals a debate between the author and her publisher about changing 
the book's title. A section on Europe includes letters home from Frankfurt, 
Paris, London, Venice, and other cities that shaped her sensibilities. And a 
chapter titled "Ideas" offers analysis from ten contributors who examine 
Jacobs' thoughts on issues from population growth to urban infill, self-
employment to the wealth of nations. 

What results is a captivating scrapbook, offering a distinctive understanding 
of Jacobs' most important ideas. 
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Block by Block: Jane Jacobs and the Future of New York edited by 
Timothy Mennel, Jo Steffens, and Christopher Klemek 
$17.95, published 2007, 64 pages, 4.00 out of 5 stars,  

Block by Block is a far-ranging collection of essays about Jane Jacobs from an 
impressive group of writers and cultural critics including Marshall Berman, 
Malcolm Gladwell, Adam Gopnik, Paul Goldberger, Tama Janowitz, Ben 
Katchor, Phillip Lopate, Luc Sante, Bill "Reverend Billy" Talen, Colson White-
head, and Tom Wolfe. This impressive lineup of contributors discusses the 
contemporary relevance of Jacobs' ideas about large-scale redevelopment, 
gentrification, and activism. While their viewpoints on these issues may 
differ, they continue the important debate begun by Jacobs about the 
challenges facing New York and other great cities everywhere. (Goodreads) 

Reconsidering Jane Jacobs edited by Max Page and Timothy Mennel 
$29.95, published 2011, 204 pages, 3.70 out of 5 stars,  

This volume begins with the premise that the deepest respect is shown 
through honest critique. One of the greatest problems in understanding the 
influence of Jane Jacobs on cities and planning is that she has for much of 
the past five decades been "Saint Jane," the "housewife" who upended 
urban renewal and gave us back our cities. Over time, she has become a 
saintly stick figure, a font of simple wisdom for urban health that allows 
many to recite her ideas and few to understand their complexity. She has 
been the victim of her own success. Reconsidering Jane Jacobs gives this 
important thinker the respect she deserves, reminding planning profession-
als of the full range and complexity of her ideas and offering thoughtful 
critiques on the unintended consequences of her ideas on cities and 
planning today. It also looks at the international relevance or lack thereof of 
her work, with essays on urbanism in Abu Dhabi, Argentina, China, the 
Netherlands, and elsewhere. Contributors include a range of urbanists, 
planners, and scholars, including Thomas Campanella, Jill L. Grant, Richard 
Harris, Nathan Cherry, Peter Laurence, Jane M. Jacobs, and oth-
ers." (Goodreads) 

What We See: Advancing the Observations of Jane Jacobs edited by 
Stephen Goldsmith and Lynne Elizabeth 
$26.95, published 2010, 384 pages, 3.38 out of 5 stars,  

A timely revisitation of renowned urbanist-activist Jane Jacobs' lifework, 
What We See: Advancing the Observations of Jane Jacobs invites thirty pundits 
and practitioners across fields to refresh Jacobs' economic, social and urban 
planning theories for the present day. Combining personal and professional 
observations with meditations on Jacobs' insights, essayists bring their 
diverse experience to bear to sketch the blueprints for the living city. 

The book models itself after Jacobs' collaborative approach to city and 
community building, asking community members and niche specialists to 
share their knowledge with a broader community, to work together toward 
a common goal of building the 21st century city. 

The resulting collection of original essays expounds and expands Jacobs' 
ideas on the qualities of a vibrant, robust urban area. It offers the generalist, 
the activist, and the urban planner practical examples of the benefits of 
planning that encourages community participation, pedestrianism, diversi-
ty, environmental responsibility and self-sufficiency. 
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Bob Sirman, director of the Canada Council for the Arts, describes how built 
form should be an embodiment of a community narrative. Daniel Kemmis, 
former Mayor of Missoula, shares an imagined dialog with Jacobs,' discussing 
the delicate interconnection between cities and their surrounding rural areas. 
And Roberta Brandes Gratz—urban critic, author, and former head of Public 
Policy of the New York State Preservation League—asserts the importance of 
architectural preservation to environmentally sound urban planning practices. 

What We See asks us all to join the conversation about next steps for shaping 
socially just, environmentally friendly, and economically prosperous urban 
communities. (Goodreads) 

Challenge 
I know many people who are better readers than me, and next to them I do 
not feel much like a “reader.” I read relatively slow—but consistent—and 
that is all it will take to successfully complete this challenge. After all, 
Aesop’s fable taught us that “slow and steady” wins the race, right? I 
recently saw a meme on Pinterest that said, “Bookmarks are for wimps!” 
Well, guilty as charged. A bookmark is an essential tool for me, and I have no 
problem starting and stopping in the middle of a chapter although I “draw 
the line” at stopping in the middle of a page. I avoid it when I can. 

So what it will cost and will it be worth it? If you buy new at list price, 
$249.10; new from Amazon, $193.96; used from Amazon, $88.79 (plus 
shipping). And of course about 10 to 30 minutes a day for most of the next 
12 months. Whether it is worth your time, money, and effort is up to you. 
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Read it! Unfortunately, most of these books will 
not be available in local stores or libraries, although 
some will. However, one of the best local 
bookstores, The King’s English Bookshop in Salt 
Lake City, has stocked the first reading: Becoming 
Jane Jacobs by Peter Laurence, which may be 
purchased at the list price of $34.95. Before 
purchasing on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or another 
online book dealer, please consider “buying local” 
from The King’s English Bookshop—and perhaps 
we can convince General Manager Anne Holman to 
stock more Jane Jacobs titles! 



This is Volume 4 in a series of articles exploring the Your Utah, Your Future 

Vision for 2050. 

There are four core strategies—we call them cornerstones—for imple-

menting the vision for Utah's future. 

Cornerstone 4 focuses on how Utahns can prepare for a prosperous 

future. Utahns believe everyone deserves an opportunity to receive a 

high-quality education that prepares them to participate in the work-

force and in society and that maximizes their individual potential. 

The education action team identified the following publicly supported 

strategies to ensure Utahns can receive a high-quality education, even as 

our population grows: 

A Statewide Plan 

Adopt a long-range plan that is adaptable to local needs and consistent-

ly implement proven, effective strategies to accomplish Utah’s education 

goals. Dedicate significant and stable investments to public and postsec-

ondary educational opportunities sufficient to implement the strategies 

in the plan. 

High-Quality Educators 

Attract, train, and retain high-quality teachers, administrators, and 

counselors. Offer competitive compensation for teachers and staff. 

Expand mentorship programs for teachers and provide opportunities for 

ongoing professional development. 

Early Childhood Education 

Ensure access to high-quality early childhood education for every child 

by offering publicly funded pre-kindergarten programs, particularly for 

at-risk children, and by providing voluntary all-day kindergarten. 

Assessment and Assistance 

Ensure every student gets the help they need by implementing rigorous 

standards and ongoing assessment of progress. Use assessments to 

provide individual assistance to students at risk of falling behind and to 

help all students progress faster as they are ready. 

Participation and Collaboration 

Increase collaboration among families, schools, educators, businesses, 

and faith-based and community partners. Empower parents and families 

(continued on next page) 
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to actively participate in their children’s education. Use schools as 

community centers, where community members can go to receive other 

services (e.g., adult education, health services, job or language skill 

development, and afterschool programs). Foster partnerships with 

businesses to develop internships and technical training for both 

students and teachers. 

Access to Opportunities Beyond High School 

Help more students enter into and complete high-quality certificate, 

licensure, or degree programs. Increase staff and provide more physical 

and virtual infrastructure to handle growing numbers of students. 

Provide resources to students, especially nontraditional students (older 

students, ESL students, etc.), to help them prepare for and complete 

higher education or other training beyond high school. 

Affordable Postsecondary Education 

Ensure affordability of higher education and other educational opportu-

nities beyond high school. Maintain affordable tuition through contin-

ued state investment and expand financial assistance for students in 

need. 

For more information on this and other “cornerstones” go to 

www.envisionutah.org. 
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TRAX at Night, Main Street Salt Lake City, Utah by Rob Adamson | www.robadamsonstudio.blogspot.com 

Eugene Carr Endowment Fund 
By donating to the Eugene Carr Endowment Fund for urban planning college 

scholarships you are not only investing in the future of our profession, but also in the 

future of our communities. 

For more information, email Bridget Miller, Administrative Officer, City & Metropolitan 

Planning Department, at bridget.miller@arch.utah.edu 

GIVE BACK 
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2016 Spring Conference Sponsors 

May 19-20, 2016 | Vernal, Utah 
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Upcoming Events for 
Utah Planners 

Innovation in Parking: Release the Parking Brake on Your Community—APA Utah Luncheon 
June 1, 2016, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM MDT 
Salt Lake City Main Library, 4th Floor Conference Room, 210 E 400 South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: e-mail Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at utah-apa@utah-apa.org 
Free event. RSVP not required. Bring your own lunch. 1.0 AICP CM credits approved 
Be Project Ready: Go from Opportunistic to Strategic Green Infrastructure—APA Webcast Series 
June 3, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
CNU 24 | The Transforming City—24th Annual Congress for the New Urbanism 
June 8-11, 2016 
Detroit, Michigan 
For more information: www.cnu.org/cnu24 
Airport Land Use and Noise Compatibility—APA Webcast Series 
June 10, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
Land Use 101—Training for Appointed and Elected Officials in Utah—Land Use Academy of Utah 
June 11, 2016, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM MDT 
Broadcast locations in Bicknell, Blanding, Ephraim, Kanab, Logan, Moab, Price, and St George, Utah 
For more information: www.cvent.com/events/land-use-101/event-summary-33d19d7c48754385865a6c49bdcb53df.aspx 
Bike Prom—The Bicycle Collective 
June 11, 2016, at 8:00 PM, with pre-prom ride at 6:00 PM MDT 
Pierpont Place, 163 W Pierpont Avenue, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.bikeprom.com 
Where We Want to Live—APA Webcast Series 
June 17, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
The State of Sustainability in the Northeast—APA Webcast Series 
June 24, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
Wasatch Choice Consortium & Active Transportation Health Summit—Envision Utah, Wasatch Choice, & Active Transportation & Health Summit 
June 29, 2016, from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM MDT 
Little America Hotel, 500 S Main Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.wasatchchoice2040.com/ 
AICP CM credits pending 

Mark your calendars now… 
2016 Western Planner & Montana Association of Planners Joint Conference—Western Planner 
August 10-12, 2016 
Civic Center, 2 Park Drive South, Great Falls, Montana 
For more information: www.westernplanner.org/conferences/2016-conference 
AICP CM credits pending 
Smart Growth and FAST Act Bill (Part 1)—APA Webcast Series 
August 19, 2016, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM MDT 
Registration information: www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/development_webcast 
No charge for registration. 1.0 AICP CM credit approved 
2016 Annual Conference—Utah League of Cities and Towns 
September 14-16, 2016 
Salt Lake Sheraton, 150 W 500 South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 
For more information: www.ulct.org/ulct/training/ 
Station Park | 2016 Fall Conference—Utah Chapter of the American Planning Association 
October 6-7, 2016 
Station Park, Farmington, Utah 
For more information: e-mail Judi Pickell, Chapter Administrator, at admin@apautah.org 
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